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S^ate approves Goria government 

fr RQM^ .CAF). — the Senate on Saturday: approved die newly formed 

\sSZLn Cto^VChS 

OomuaL The tawer house, die Chamber of Deputies, will w n a* 

*ses 5££K 

se ^ s inpariiaf"--*, t*»- Socialists and three tiny parties 
— ftc Repubbcam. the Social Democrats and the LiberaU. TbdSS 
narnes mane up the prevmig government «hMi «*» . i : 
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Italy refuses U.S. request 

ROME (AP) — Italy has declined a United States request for help in U.S. 
efforts to remove mines in the Gulf, saving the problem of free passage in 
the Gulf should be resolved politically in an international forum, the 
Defence Ministry said in a statement released Saturday. The statement 
said that U.S. Defence Secretary Caspar Weinberger had requested the 
participation Of Italian minesweepers in a letter delivered to Defence 
Minister Valerio Zanone. The letter was delivered io Mr. Zunum: by U.S. 
Ambassador Maxwell Rabb in a meeting Friday night, the statement said. 
An official from the Foreign Ministry on Friday denied (hat there had 
been a U.S. request for help in minesweeping operations. The Defence 
Minister gave Italy's response to Mr. Weinberger following a meeting 
Saturday between Premier Giovanni Goria. Vice-Premier Giuiiano 
Amato, Foreign Minister Giulio Andreolti and Mr. Zanone, the 
statement said. The response said that while freedom of navigation was an 
"irrevocable principle of intemauon rights." (hat "the question of the 
participation of Italian minesweepers in the Persian Gulf operations is not 
opportune in the present dicumstanccs and conditions/' 
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VofuneH . Number 3541 

sends good 

wishes to Switzerland 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 


AMMAN, SUNDAY AUGUST 2 t 1987, DHULHUJEfi 8, 1407 


Price: Jordan 1C® fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Sandi Arabia 1.50riyals;UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence ' 


w&es cm Saturday to Swiss ma- 
ident Pierre Aubert congratulat- 
ing Imn on the occasion of VI " 
coantiy’s National Day. iu C 
King wished President Anbert 
continuing good health and 
happiness ana the Swiss people 
further progress and prosperity. 

Aug. 11 declared 
public holiday 

AMMAN (Petra) — All govern 
meat departments and public in- 
stitutions will remain- closed on 
Tuesday Aug. 11, 1987, to mark 
the occasion of His Majesty Kin g 
Hussein’s accession to the throne, 
a communique issued by the 
Prime Ministry said Saturday. 
King Hussein acceeded to the 
throneonAug.il, 1952 when he 
- was 17 years old, but assumed his 
constitutional powers on May 2,. 
1953 when be became 18. 

Assad meets 
Iranian minister 

DAMASCUS (AP) — President 
Hafez A1 Assad conferred with 
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Hussein SheOrolislam on Satur- 
day, the Syrian News Agency 
■(SANA) reported. The meeting 
was attended by Syrian Forei 
Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa, the 
agency added. Iranian embassy 
sources that did not wish to be 
named said Mr. Sbeikulislam 
briefed President Assad on the 
latest developments concerning 
the Iran-Iraq war and the lranian 
reaction to au.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolution calling for a cease- 
fire. 

Arafat said seeking 
Islamic summit 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat is cam- 
paigning for an emergency sum- 
mit conference of Islamic leaders 
to deal with the deteriorate 
situation in the Gulf, officii 
sources said Saturday. The 
Palestinian initiative was outlined 
by Mr. Arafat during an audience 
with United Arab Emirates Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 
Nahayan. the officials said. They 
spoke on condition they not be 
named. Kuwait hosted last Janu- 
ary the last regular pan-Islamic 
summit conference 

Peres to attend U.N. 
General Assembly 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister S him on Peres will attend 
the opening of the U.N. General 
Assembly in New York next 
month, a Peres aide said on 
Saturday. The minister would 
address the assembly during his 
visit at the end of September and 
would meet leaders of several 
countries with which Israel had 
no diplomatic ties, the aide 
added. 

Assad renews vow to 
seek parity with 
Israel 

DAMASCUS (R) — President 
Hafez A1 Assad vowed on Satur- 
day that Syria would confront 
farad until victory was achieved. 
“We wifl pursue our steadfast 

course... unhesitatingly deter- 
■urined to buDd a comprehensive 
strategic balance with the 
enemy, he said in an interview 
wftfa twn. tpaparin es to mark the 
Syrian army's 43rd anniversary- 
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S. Arabia says hundreds killed in 
Iranian stampede after Mecca riot 

Shaer: Not a single bullet was fired by Saudi forces 
Iranians attack Kuwaiti and Saudi embassies in Tehran 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Saudi Arabia said 
Saturday hundreds of people were killed 
during demonstrations by I ranian pilgrims 
in the Holy City of Mecca on Friday. 




Information Minister Ali Has- 
san A] Shaer said the dead in- 
clude Ir anians , other p ilgrims and 

Mecca residents. 

Mr. Shaer, whose statement 
was reported by Saudi Television, 
was speaking after an extraordin- 
ary cabinet meeting chaired by 
Fahd. 

Shaer said victims were 
trampled to death when Iranian 
retreated. 

Sandi Press Agency (SPA) 
said earlier police intervened only 
after the Iranians started burning 
cars and assaulting by-standers. 

Mr. Shaer said Saudi security 
forces did not fire a single shot. 

“Not a single bullet was fired,** 
he said, denying reports by 
Tehran that police used automa- 
tic weapons against I ranian de- 
monstrators. 

Mr. Shaer said the Saudi gov- 
ernment would invite Arab and 
Muslim diplomats to view 
videotapes showing that die de- 
monstrators were responsible for 
the casualties. 

The television said four staff at 
the Saudi embassy in Tehran, 
briefly occupied by Iranian mili- 
tants Saturday on news of the 
violence in Mecca, had been kid- 
napped. 


Saudi Arabia was demanding 
their release, it said. 

“Hundreds of I ranians and pil- 
grims of other nationalities as 
well as Saudi citizens died under 
the feet of the I ranian pilgrims,” 
Mr. Shaer said. 

The television said Saudi Ara- 
bia rejected the Iranian version of 
the Mecca violence as mere lies. 

Tehran said Sandi police de- 
liberately attacked Iranian pil- 
grims who were chanting slogans 
against the United States. Israel 
and the Soviet Union. 

Tehran Radio quoted an Ira- 
nian pilgrimage official in Mecca 
Saturday as saying at least 165 
Iranians, men ana women, have 
been confirmed dead and a large 
number were listed missing. 

The unnamed official said he 
expected the death toll to rise to 
300, and cl aime d that Iranian 
officials were receiving no coop- 
eration from Saudi hospitals. 

Hojatoleslam Mahdi Karrnbi, 
personal representative of Ira- 
nian spiritual leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini to the Mecca 
pilgrimage, claimed in a press 
conference in Mecca Saturday 
that the Sandi government had 
planned in advance to musacre 
defenceless pilgrims, 'IRNA re- 


Jordan condemns Iranian action 
and supports Saudi measures 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan on Saturday condemned Friday’s riots in 
Mecca by Iranians and said ft supported the Saudi security forces’ 
action to quell the rioters. 

The condemnation came in two telephone conversations made by 
His Majesty King Hussein to Saudi King Fahd Ibn AbduJ Aziz. King 
Hussein told the Saudi monarch that Jordan stood by Saudi Arabia 
in condemning the riots, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, said. 

In tire first telephone conversation. King Hussein told the Saudi 
leader that Saudi Arabia’s security was part of Jordanian security 
and that “the security of the holy places was a sacred mission in itself, 
something which all Muslims around the world are keen on 
preserving,” Petra said. 

It quoted the King as saying that Jordan stood by Saudi Arabia in 
“all circumstances and under any conditions and the Jordanian 
people and government condemn such actions by the Iranians who 
lad no respect for the holy places in Mecca and no regard for the 
hundreds of thousands of pilgrims who came from all over (he world 
to p e r f orm the pilgrimage rites.” 

Later in the day, the King made a second telephone contact with 
King Fahd to express concern over the incident and hope that the 
security situation in the Holy City was returning to no rmal. 

King Fahd assured King Hussein that the situation was cahn and 
normal and that the pilgrims were carrying on with their H^jj rites 
in a quiet and cahn atmosphere. King Hussein renewed Jordan’s 
support of Sandi Arabia in its actions to protect the safety and 
security of tire pilgrims. 


ported. 

• In Tehran, furious demonstra- 
tors ransacked the Saudi and 
Kuwaiti embassies as Iranian 
leaders vowed “revenge” for the 
dashes in Mecca. 

IRNA also said the French 
embassy was stormed. But a 
French Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man denied the report. 


There were no injuries among 
diplomats in the assaults on the 
two Arab embassies, whose staff 
were evacuated before the 
attacks. Demonstrators trashed 
the offices, broke windows, burnt 
embassy documents and pictures 
of Saudi King Fahd, IRNA said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Expelled PFLP leader denies charges 


By I -ami* K. Andoni 

Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Bassam Abu Sharif , 
who dismissed from the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP) on Thursday, denied 
on Saturday that be had attended 
a meeting between Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat ana 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak last week in Addis Ababa. 

VI did not participate in the 
meeting between tire Palestinian 
and Egyptian leaders in Addis 
Ababa,” Mr. Aba Sharif tokf the 
Jordan Times in a telephone in- 
terview from Abu Dhabi. 

A statement by the PFLP polit- 
buro issued in Damascus on Fri- 
day said that Mr. Abu Sharif was 
dismissed from the movement for 
attending the Egyptian-PaJesti- 
nian summit which took place 
during a conference of the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity which 
was held in Addis Ababa last 
month. 

The PFLP has already conde- 
mned Mr. Arafat’s meeting with 
Mr. Mubarak describing as a 
“violation” of resolutions en- 


dorsed fay the 18th session of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) in Algiers last April.” 
The PNC resolution over rela- 
tions with Egypt was a result of a 
compromise among the Palesti- 
nian factions. But, as it turned 
out, while the PFLP insisted that 
it implied severing contacts with 
Egypt Mr. Arafat has repeatedly 
argued that “it has left the door 
for future contacts with 


Consequently the PFLP polit- 
buro statement accused Mr. Abu 
Shari f “of taking an individual 
stand on his own, flagrantly 
violating the front's policy and 
principles.” 

But Mr. Abu Sharif, who 
served as the PFLP spokesman 
until 1984, denied the charges 

the poSttouro statement- 1 *^ sin- 
cerely regret the politbuio state- 
ment winch was based on inaccu- 
rate reports.” 

A statement issued by the PLO 
in Addis Ababa stated that Mr. 
Arafat and PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Jamal A1 Sourani 
represented the Palestinian side 
at the one-hour meeting with Mr. 


Mubarak. 

According to well-informed 
sources the only time that Mr. 
Abu Sharif had come dose to the 
Egyptian delegation was at the 
conference hall when delegation 
shook hands with each other. 
“But it was strictly part of the 
protocol.” Mr. Abu Sharif said. 

The PFLP*s statement, howev- 
er, insisted that Mr. Abu Sharif 
was present at the Arafat-Mubar- 
ak meeting and said that his step 
“was detrimental to the interests 
of the revolution as well as a 
departure from the resolutions of 
the PNC." 

The front's decision baffled 
Palestinian observers here de- 
spite longstanding differences 
which have emerged over the last 
four years between Mr. Abu 
Sharif and the PFLP leadership. 

Both journalists and observers 
who have been following Palesti- 
nian developments since 1983 
have noticed that Mr. Abu Shar- 
if's persona] assessments and 
stands varied from those of his 
leadership. 

Mr. Abu Sharif was also ex- 
tremely critical of the Syrian poli- 
cies towards the PLO leadership, 


Sri Lankan 
forces rush 
to south; 
rebels defy 
peace plan 
in north 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka on 
Saturday sent more troops to 
control continued disturbances by 
majority Sinhalese in the south 
while Tamil guerrillas in the 
north kept up their refusal to 
surrender their weapons to Indi- 
an troops. 

A senior government official 
said leftists were burning buses 
and fighting security forces in the 
southern district of Ham ban to ta. 

Neighbouring districts were 
now oitieter ana the crisis would 
soon be overcome, he said. 

“We are pushing a few more 
reinforcements into Ham ban to ta. 
The situation should be better in 
another 36 hours.” 

(Continued on page 5) 



KING VISITS GHO: EDs Majesty King 

Hussein, the Supreme C omman der of the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces, Saturday visited the Armed 
Forces General Headquarters in Amman. He met 
mth Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, Armed Forces 
Commander-in-chief Field Marshal Zaid Ibn 


Shaker, Chief of Staff Lieutenant-General Fathi 
Abu Taleb and his assistants, the inspector of the 
Armed Forces and the commander of the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force. The King later held a closed 
meeting with the commander in chief and the prime 
minister (Petra photo) 


American warships resume 
escort operations in Gulf 


LONDON (Agencies) — The re- 
flagged Kuwaiti tanker Gas 
Prince has left Kuwait and been 
joined by a U.S. navy escort near 
the Iranian island of Farsi in the 
Gulf, British Independent Televi- 
sion News (ITN) said Saturday. 

An ITN correspondent report- 
ing from an unidentified ship in 
the Gulf said two U.S. navy 
warships began escorting the Gas 
Prince in secrecy. 

ITN reporter Brent Sadler said 
a news blackout bad been im- 
posed on the operation. 

The Gas Prince took on 40,000 
tonnes of liquefied petroleum gas 
in Kuwait and had been expected 
to leave with the oil tanker 
Bridgeton, another Kuwaiti vesr. 
sel now flying the U.S. flag. 

But the Bridgeton, which was 
holed by a mine off Farsi Island 
while being escorted to Kuwait by 
three U.S. warships on July 24, 
began taking on its cargo of crude 
oil only on Saturday. 

The ITN correspondent said 
there was no sign of it in the Gulf. 


The (wo vessels are the first of 
11 Kuwaiti tankers to be reflag- 
ged to gain U.S. naval protection' 
from Iranian attack in the Gulf. 

The ITN broadcast said the 
decision to get out of Kuwait 
followed the reported attack on 
the Kuwaiti embassy io Tehran. 

Sadler said the Gas Prince was 
already clear of the area near 
Farsi bland where the Bridgeton 
— also a Kuwaiti vessel sailing 
under the U.S. flag — was holedT 

“It was almost dusk in the Gulf 
when the Gas Prince emerged 
from the heat haze, the vessel 
folly loaded with propane and 
butane having successfully made 
passage through one of the most 
dangerous areas,” Sadler said. 

"We are now about 20 miles 
from where Bridgeton was hit by 
a mine...,” he said. 

“The U.S. warships... are now 
shadowing the gas carrier. It 
appears the convoy has been 
split, with no sign of the super- 
tanker Bridgeton,” the reporter 
said. “It also appears that the 


navy escort waited for the Gas 
Prince to pass through the possible 
minefields before they moved in. 
the lack of minehuntmg capabil- 
ity dearly restricting the U.S. 
movement.” 

He said the ships were headed 
south. 

U.S. hopes of receiving outside 
minesweeping help whife await- 
ing the arrival of its own mines- 
weepers and mine-sweeping heli- 
copters were dashed Friday when 
Britain, France and The Nether- 
lands said they had no plans to 
send minesweepers to the Gulf. 

The Pentagon, faced with the 
lack of cooperation from Britain. 
France and The Netherlands to 
send mine-hunting ships to the 
Gulf, has dedded to ship some of 
its own small coastal minesweep- 
ers to the region. Defence De- 
partment offidals said Friday. 

The offidals. who demanded 
anonymity, said three or four 
so-called MSB-class boats would 

(Continued on page 5) 


Tornado kills 27 in Canada 


EDMONTON, Alberta (Agen- 
cies) — Rescuers searched 
through the night for victims of a 
series of tornadoes that smashed 
into this western Canadian dry 
during a wild summer storm, kill- . 
ing at least 27 people and injuring 
more than 200. 

Authorities feared more 
casualties would be found among 
the rubble following the worst 
disaster ever to strike the Alberta 
capital. 

The tornadoes ripped through 
a caravan park during the storm 
Friday afternoon, flattening the 
Evergreen Mobile Home Park in 
the Edmonton suburb of Oliver 
and leaving scores injured and 
hundreds homeless. 

They touched down again in 
Stxathcona Industrial Park, de- 
mo'is'iing it. 

A fate of emergency was de- 
clared in the city and county as 


rescuers searched collapsed 
houses, warehouses and over- 
turned cars for survivors. Police 
used dog teams to comb the 
wreckage for signs of life. 

Bruce Wilson, the city's 
emergency planning officer, said 
after a morning briefing that 27 
people were Jailed and another 
200 were injured. Officials origi- 
nally said the death toll was 3l, 
but Mr. Wilson said authorities 
had counted some bodies twice. 

At least 100 people were taken 
to Edmonton hospitals, and offi- 
cials said there were many more 
injured who might not have 
sought or required hospitalisa- 
tion. 

Police chief Leroy Cbahley said 
extra patrols were sent to devas- 
tated areas after reported looting. 
A local supermarket was turned 
into a makeshift hospital to treat 
the injured. 


Two parked goods trains in an 
industrial area southeast of the 
city were derailed and 10 huge 
warehouses, some of them six 
storeys high, were flattened. 

The winds sent several boxcars 
sailing into the air but no one on 
the trains was killed, although the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion ICBC) had reported earlier 
that three people died w’hen a 
train was blown over. 

Warnings of a major storm 
approaching were issued before 
the twisters struck, but Edmon- 
ton residents said they could not 
remember a tornado ever hitting 
the city before. 

The city, an oil and ranching 
hub with a population of more 
than 500,000. lies about 320 
kilometres east of the Rocky 
Mountains on the edge of the 
Canadian prairie. 


Water pollution in Amman — the story below the surface 


sdsted on anonymity. The Jordan 
Times constructed the story in the 
light of its investigation and inde- 
pendent research and came up 
with the following report: 

On June 16, 1987, Mr. Keilani 
was notified of the presence of 
impurities in water pumped from 
Deir Alla into Amman. Subse- 
quently, WAJ engineers reported 
that some water from the King 
Talal Dam, which was proven 
unsuitable tor domestic use, had 
been channelled into the East 
Ghor Canal whose water is 
pumped to Amman after treat- 
ment at a water treatment plant 
at Zai. The King Talal Dam 
reservoir’s water was for Jong 
tixnxted to agricultural use. On 
June 20, after making certain of 
the validity of those reports, the 
WAJ president contacted the 
JVA (whose president was then 
investigation uno ^ outside Ionian),' and spoke to 

•ion oraHem which included Mohammad Ban Ham, who at- 
respond- the time was JVA . secretay 
He for water management id the general. Mr. Bam Ham reported- 
country water treatment special- ly said he was not aware of ^any 
w*Sd experts, physicists and channelling of the King Talal dam 

chemists 


By Saiaroeh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 

ON WEDNESDAY July 8, 1987, 
the government accepted the res- 
nations of Jordan Valley Au- 
_jorrty (JVA) President M anther 
Haddadin and Water Authority 
of Jordan (WAJ) President 
M ohamma d Saleh Keflam. The 
decision came immediately after 
it became public that water 
pumped from the Deir Alla pro- 
ject in the Jordan Valley for 
domestic use in the A mm a n area 
was polluted and deemed not 
suitable for human consumption. 
The reports, followed by the 
simultaneous resignations, cre- 
ated confusion among citizens 
who were concerned for their 
health. ' 

Over the last two weeks, the 
Jordan Times conducted a thor- 
ough investigation into the water 
0 o 


the issue. On June 3, Mr. Bam 
coSSnption of polluted wa- Ham called Mr. Keflam to con- 
ter in the Amman area and to finn him that some (rf the pol- 
ascertain the present water situa- hited water from tlte ^g Talal 
Valiev area. • dam had been channelled into the 
Srf^SwKeS^ Ghor Canal and that Mr. 
speak to the Jordan Tunes in- Haddadin had authorised it A 


decision was then taken to stop 
the dam water reaching the East 
Ghor Canal and the prune minis- 
ter was informed of the incident. 
By then, it had become public 
knowledge that the Amman area 
residents had been drinking pol- 
luted water. But the extent of the 
health risk involved was not yet 
known. 

Subsequently, the prime minis- 
ter summoned a Cabinet meeting 
on July 1. It was attended by Mr. 
Keilani, Mr. Haddadin, Minister 
of Planning Taher Kanaan, In- 
dustry and Trade Minister Rajai 
Muasher, other Cabinet members 
and former JVA President Omar 
Abdullah Dakhqan at whose 
presidency the Deir Alla project 
was conceived. 

During the meeting, Mr. Rifai 
questioned Mr. Haddadin and 
Mr. Keflani (who dashed in their 
assessment of the water situation) 
and then asked them to resign so 
as to allow for the establishment 
of a water and irrigation snmstxy 
to unite water resources manage- 
ment in the country. A decision 
was also taken to immediately 
cease the pumping of water from 
the Deir Alla project. The prime 
minister was told by Mr. Keflam 
that the decision would cause a 
water shortage in the Amman 
area but not exceeding five per 
cent. 


According to well-placed offi- 
cials, during the Cabinet meeting. 
Dr. Haddadin conceded that he 
had authorised the channelling of 
some of King Talal dam water 
into the East Ghor Canal and that 
his judgement was that the Zai 
water treatment plant was equip- 
ped to treat such pollutants as 
existed in the dam reservoir. 

The prime minister then de- 
cided to commission water spe- 
cialists from the British Thames 
Water Authority to carry out 
studies on all water resources in 
the Jordan Valley area over the 
year’s four seasons. Since 1977, 
several similar studies have been 
carried out by local and foreign 
water experts. 

Health hazards 

According to several doctors 
interviewed by the Jordan Tunes, 
hundreds of people have been 
admitted into hospitals and dimes 
in the Amman area over last 
month and this month with cases 
ranging from stomach distiub- 
ances to severe diarrhoea. The 
doctors, who asked not to be 
identified, said that judging from 
tests they carried out, many of 
the cases were a result of consum- 
ing polluted water. One physician 
said that there were cases of 
parasites in stomach including 


balharzia, ascaris and amibiasis, 
causing acute diarrhoea, de- 
hydration among children, and 
inflammation of the digestivesys- 
tem from fungy algae. However, 
the doctors could not confirm a 
direct link between the water 
pollution incident and the 
observed cases. “Let’s say the 
number of people coming to hos- 
pital with similar problems over 
the last few weeks is very un- 
usual,” one of the physicians 
said. 

According to a water expert, 
the East Ghor Canal water was 
also not safe for domestic use. He 
said it contained bromine, which, 
when mixed with chlorine used 
for chlorination by the water 
treatment plant, produced chlor- 
ophorm and bromophorm which 
are carcinogenic chemical induc- 
ers of cancer. He said as many as 
five per 2000 people could de- 
velop cancer within their lifetime 
from drinking water polluted with 
the level detected in the East 
Ghor Canal. Residents of die 
Amman area have been drinking 
water from the canal since 
November last year. 

The expert said the number of 
people hurt depended on the 
shape of the treatment plant, 
which is believed to have been 
severely damaged by algae in the 
water from the King Talal Dam. 


mpoi 

rial waste detected in the same 
waters are also inducive of can- 
cer. It was not immediately 
known whether excessive chlor- 
ination, which could have had 
produced carcinogenic chemicals 
when interacting with bromine, 
had reached the point where it 
became poisonous. 

Well-informed water treatment 
specialists, when specifically 
asked to assess the damage, re- 
fused to give further details. “We 
have given our reports to the 
government, and it is up to the 
government to handle it from 
mere. There is no need to plant 
fear in people at this point," one 
water expert said. The Ministry 
of Health, contacted by the Jor- 
dan Times, refused comment on 
the ground that the pollution 
problem was the responsibility of 
the WAJ. Speaking through his 
secretary. Health Ministry 
Under-Secretary Suleiman Suh- 
eihi (the minister. Dr. Zaid Ham- 
zeh, was outside the country) said 
“this is the responsibility of the 
water authority and not the 
minis try.” 

The ministry earlier sought to 
dispel citizens' fears that they had 
been drinking poisonous water. 
There had been an almost total 
blackout on the water pollution 
affair since it broke out last 


month. No precaution measures 
have been advised by the ministry 
nor by WAJ. Instead, there were 
assurances that odour, taste and 
colour present in the water were 
not harmful. 

Dr. Haddadin, who refused to 
be interviewed by the Jordan 
Times, was quoted by officials 
that the whole affair “had been 
blown out of proportion due to 
the incompetence of people in- 
volved in the assessment of the 
problem." 

He was quoted as saying that 
“all what happened was a relaxa- 
tion in the treatment of the wa- 
ter” which allowed algae and 
other material to appear in 
domestic drinking water produc- 
ing odor, taste and colour. 

“They have exaggerated the 
matter,” he reportedly said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


TOMORROW .... TOMORROW 
THE GRAND OPENING 


FISH AND CHIPS 




■E-frits 


The famous-Eriqrish meal will soon 
be served iiJxJordan for the first 
. L time 

Mecca Street... The commercial 
compound 
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Swedish police arrest 
Karami murder suspect 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A 25-year-old Lebanese 
citizen was arrested early Saturday in a Swedish 
refugee camp on suspicion of murdering Lebanon’s 
Prime Minister Rashid Karami, police said 
Saturday. 

Security police in Stockholm 
refused comment on die arrest. 

The duty officer at tbe Swedish 
Foreign Ministry said officials 
had not been officially informed 
of the matter. 

“We have not yet received any 
request for tins man to be de- 
ported," she told Reuters. 

Swedish radio quoted unoffi- 
cial police sources as saying the 
arrested man, a Maronite Christ- 
ian, worked as a flight mechanic 
at the Adma Air Force Base in 
the Christian enclave north east 
of Beirut, where Mr. Karami ’s 
helicopter was based. Hie radio 
did not disclose the man ’s name. 

A few days after the assassina- 
tion, the man disappeared from 
the Adma Base, although it had 
been sealed off by security forces, 
and fled to Cyprus. 

From there, he joined the con- 
stant stream of Lebanese re- 
fugees who seek political asylum 


A duty spokesman for police in 
the central Swedish town of 
Motala said tbe man was arrested 
and taken immediately to Stock- 
holm for questioning by security 
police. 

“Tbe arrest was very undrama- 
tic, "the police spokesman told 
Reuters: 

Mr. Karami was murdered last 
June 1 when a bomb exploded in 
the helicopter in which he was 
.travelling; between Tripoli and 
'Beirut. 'The bomb had been 
placed under Mr. Karami's seat. 

■ The police spokesman said the 
man, who came to -.Sweden via 
Cyprus and sought political asy- 
lum about a month ago, was 
asleep when six police officers 
arrived at the Bonasjo Refugee 
/Tamp to arrest him . 

“We were able to put hand- 
, cuffs on him and take him away 
without any problems,'’ he 
.added. 


in Sweden, the radio quoted the 
police sources as saying. 

Lebanese authorities this week 
issued an arrest warrant for a 
Christian Lebanese army soldier, 
private Elie Louis Salibi, and 
charged him with Mr. KaramTs 
premeditated murder. 

Authorities have already 
arrested and charged Sergeant 
Ibrahim Dagfaer, another Christ- 
ian.' army technician at Adma, 
with facilitating Mr. Karami's 
murder and .violating state 
security. * 

Both men face possible death 
sentences. 

Security sources in Lebanon 
this week said a Lebanese army 
team would travel to Sweden to 
seek Salibi’s extraditioru 

The man detained Saturday 
was living in the refugee camp, 
just north of the town of Motala. 

Political asylum applications 
from about 200 refugees in the 
camp are currently being consi- 
dered by Swedish authoritiesrRe- 
fhgees . can live in centres for 
several months before applica- 
tions are cleared. 

A large number of the refugees 
at the camp were Lebanese, 
Motala police told Reuters. 


Syrians guard Swiss embassy in Beirut 


-BEIRUT (R) — Syrian soldiers 
.deployed around the Swiss 
-embassy in Muslim west Beirut 
Saturday to reinforce security af- 
.ter threats to Swiss interests. 

; Hie Syrians manned sandbag- 
ged checkpoints and removed 
.parked cars from streets around 
itbe apartment block housing the 
• embassy, already protected by 
; concrete “dragon’s teeth" set in 
f.the ppad, 

Syrian troops deployed in west 
Beirut in February to end three 


years of militia anarchy and kid- 
naps of foreigners. Syrian offi- 
cials have called on embassies to 
return there. 

Last Thursday, three people 
were killed when a small bomb 
exploded in a car heading to- 
wards the neighbouring Swiss and 
French embassies. 

.The Swiss embassy has quietly 
advised its nationals to leave west 
Beirut, saying it would not be 
considered responsible if any- 
thing happened to them. About 


200 Swiss passport holders live in 
Lebanon, Swiss sources say. 

Callers for die prevkmsly-un- 
known “Green Cells” group have 
threatened Switzerland over the 
arrest of a Lebanese Shi’ire. Mus- 
lim who hijacked an Air Afrique 
airliner to Geneva on July 24. 

The hijacker, identified as 
Hussein Ali Mo hammad Hariri, 
killed a Frenchman and the cal- 
lers said the group would strike 
Swiss interests if he was .extra- 
dited to France. 


Islamic Jihad warns France over hostages 


BEIRUT (R) — - The pro-Iranian 

'tidn has said French ^delay^fri 
agreeing to the terms of release 
forhosfages would have negative 
and unsatisfactory results. 

“The French government bears 
responsibility for any negative 

- ^'hn^trslhdoiy remits H£c*nse 

■ itli&s SSd fcah- thodse the 

■iwaf for-- solution* but it- still 
chooses the worst for it and its 
citizens,” said a typewritten state- 
ment delivered to an intemation- 
.al/news. agency. 

. The statement was accompa- 
! tried by a videotape in which 
French hostages, Jean-Paul Kauf- 
1 famann and diplomat Marcel 
;Carton read from prepared state- 
.’inents. 

' Kauffmann was seized with 
. French researcher Michel Seurat 
•iii May, 1985. Islamic Jibad said 
? later it had killed Seurat but his 

- Body has not been found. 

Yi Kauffmann, hollow-cheeked 
and wearing a striped, collarless 
short-sleeved shirt, sat before two 
? banners declaring: “France must 
halt its aid to Iraq. What has 
France done for us? 

Banners behind Carton read; 
‘-•‘Liberate the combatants, the 


prisoners of Kuwait, military 
pressure serves no purpose, they 
will only constitute danger for 
us.” 

On another banner signed by 
Islamic Jihad was written; “In the 
name of God this is the opinion of 
the captives on the French gov- 
ernment—'" ■ " . 

The group reiterated its, de- 
mands -that France stop: its. milit- 
ary aid to Iraq and help free 17 
Arabs held In Kuwaiti jails. It 
added that there would be no 
solution if Paris did not meet the 
demands. 

“We have been careful to 
maintain communication be- 
tween the hostages and their 
families under all circumstances 
and in different situations,” its 
statement said. 

It said the hostages had asked 
that they be allowed to express 
their feelings “specifically to- 
wards the negligence of their gov- 
ernment for this long delay and 
the fact it has not taken any 
serious step on their behalf 
although it is able to do so.” 

“The French government is not 
moving to solve this issue in the 
right way. Instead it is following 
the steps of America ‘the big 


satan’ and insists on its aggressive 
policy dictated by the black boose 
which will drag the world into 
destruction ana woes,” the state- 
ment said. 

“This ignorant policy wQl not 
do any good but will further 
complicate, Jfte. isSije and npsqJur 
- tion-wULbe . posable mwefthis 
’policy." ‘ . ,r, .y Jj ' : 

Islamic Jihad said last week tt 
would not release any of its 
French hostages alive unless Paris 
met its demands. 

1 It also holds French diplomats 
Marcel Fontaine and three Amer- 
ican hostages. They are among 
nearly 30 foreigners missing, be- 
lieved kidnapped in Lebanon. 

Meanwhile, the newspaper of 
die Iranian-backed Shfrte Mus- 
lim Hezbollah faction Friday ac- 
cused French Ambassador Paul 
Blanc of running “a nest of spies” 
at his embassy in Beirut. 

The charge came in an article 
published by Ai Aahd weekly 
criticising Mr. Blanc for describ- 
ing recent anti-France demon- 
strations staged by Hezbollah in 
BennTand east Lebanon as “un- 
pleasant and disagreeable.” 


Shultz ’ 
believed 
U.S. was 
‘suckered’ - 
by Israel ... 

WASHINGTON (R) — Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz said 
the United States was “suckered" 
by Israel into selling armsjo Iran, 
according to notes by former 
White House Chief of Staff 
Donald RegaifT 
“(Shultz) thinks Israelis suck- 
ered us into this so we can't 
complain of their sales,” said Mr. 
Regan’s notes of a Nov. 10 White 
House meeting attended by Presi- 
dent Reagan and bis top advisers. 

The notes were released by the 
Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives committees probing 
the Iran-contra scandal and. Mr. 
Regan confirmed at televised 
hearings Friday that those were 
his impressions Of what Mr. 
Shultz had said. 

“His point was that since the 
Israelis were so close to us in this 
deal, and they ... were already 
shipping aims to Iran, we could 
not consistently agree in private 
with them to be a participant in 
that and then publicly condemn 
any arms shipments they might be 
sending to Iran,” Mr. Regan 
said. 

“I don’t think it’s a top secret 
that the Israelis seem ... to favour. 
Iran over Iraq in that current 
conflict,” he said, referring to the 
seven-year-old Iran-Iraq war. 

During die 1985-86 sales of 
U.S. anti-tank and anti-aircraft 
missiles and parts to Iran , initially 
via Israel, the administration was 
fobbing its allies not to arm Iran, 
which Washington bad desig- 
nated a terrorist state. — - 

Mr. Regan said Thursday Mr. 
Reagan was initially cautious ab- 
out becoming involved in Israeli 
shipments to Iran in August and 
September 1985 and licit under 
pressure from Israel. 

But by December 1985, die 
president signed an authorisation 
for Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) involvement in a shipment 
of Hawk anti-aircraft missiles die 
previous month and, in January 
1986, decided to ship U.S. 
weapons directly to Iran. 

Several witnesses have testified 
that k^vas/Mrj< Reagan's hope of 
winning* freedom tfor U.Sj hos- 
tages .hel^r^ pro-Iraman mili- 
tants in Lebanon that kept the 
deals going — despite repeated 

failur es. 

Mr. Regan Friday described 
tbe five hostages then held by 
pro- Iranian groups in Lebanon as 
bait used by Iran to secure Amer- 
ican weapons. 

Key White House aide Oliver 
North testified to the congres- 
sional bearings that the idea to 
divert millions of dollars in Iran 
arms sales profits to the “contra” 
rebels in Nicaragua came from 
Manucher Ghorbanifar, an Ira- 
nian businessman suspected by 
the CIA of being an Israeli spy, 
and may have originated with the 
Israeli government. 

The possibly illegal diversion 
turned the Iran arms sale affair 
into a full-blown scandal when it 
was discovered on Nov. 25. 


Weinberger: Reagan was told Iran losing the war 


WASHINGTON (AP) ^- Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan was told 
Iran was losing its war with Iraq 
when he was deciding whether to 
sell weapons to Tehran, accord- 
ing to congressional testimony. 

The information was directly at 
odds with file conclusions of the 
government’s professional intelli- 
gence analysts. 

“It is veiy disturbing that the 
president of the United States, 
would be given such erroneous 
information,” Republican Sena- 
tor Warren Rudman said after 
Friday’s congressional Iran-con- 
tra hearing. 

Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger testified Friday that 
an intelligence estimate -used to 
support the policy change that 
included. the arms sales was con- 
trary “to all the other intelligence 
I had seen... None of it rang 
true.” 

Weinberger returns Monday to 
complete his testimony " as the 
final public witness before the 
investigating committees. CIA 
witnesses will follow in closed 
hearings, and the sessions are 
scheduled to end Thursday after 
12 weeks. 

His testimony fit into a pattern 
of indications that intelligence 
information reaching Mr. Reagan 
had been fashioned to suit certain 
policy goals. A week ago, the 
committees heard testimony that 
the late CIA Director william 
Casey had suppressed a report 
indicating Iran continued to use 
terrorism as a weapon, which 
would have been at odds with the 
arms sale policy. 

Mr. Reagan, during a photo 
session Friday at tne White 
House, said he has not “heard a 
single word that indicated, in any 
of tbe testimony, that laws were 
broken.” 

He also piomised to speak out 
on the subject of the Iran-contra 
affair after file hearings end. But 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater later said that no news 
conference is planned until some- 
time this fall. 

Told of Mr. Reagan's comment 
that no laws have been broken. 
Senate committee Chairman 


Daniel Inouye, an opposition 
Democrat, responded: ”1 would 
suggest that the president of the 
Umted States confer with his 
attorney geneal and look over the 
transcript of the hearings." 

Mr. Weinberger said the in- 
telligence report came to him in 
the summer of 1985 as the arms 
sale idea was being formulated. It 
contended, among other things, 
that Iran at that time was me 
underdog in its long and bitter 
war with Iraq. 

That conclusion was at odds 
with the daily briefings that Mr. 
Weinberger had received from 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA), be said, as well as data 
from the Pentagon’s own intelli- 
gence service. 

Later, the same apparently 
erroneous assessment was passed 
to the president as part of a 
briefing before be gave the go- 
ahead for the arms sales on Jan. 
17. 1986. A document accom- 
panying Mr. Reagan's decision 
paper refers to Israeli worries 
about “Iran's deteriorating posi- 
tion in the war with Iraq.” 

And in personal notes of for- 
mer White House Chief of Staff 
Donald Re^an, taken at a Oval 
Office meeting last Nov. 10, the 
president is recorded as saying of 
the arms sales, “side with mi] 
(military) superiority will win. 
We want to have things even. 
This helps Iran which was 
weaker.” 

Mr. Weinberger said Mr. 
Reagan's belief was further evi- 
dence that he had been misled by 
“people with their own agenda, 
who thought this opening (to 
Iran) was a good thing and did 
not want the president to hear 
these arguments.” 

“They were doing everything 
they could to put this agenda into 
effect,” including shielding the 
president from dissenting views, 
he added. 

Previous testimony has shown 
tbe policy change was sought 
primarily by former National 
Security Advisers Robert McFar- 
lane and Adm. John Poindexter, 
their former aide, U.-Col. Oliver 
North and Mr. Casey. 


Democratic Senator Paul Sar- 
banes concluded that “in efteu 
there was a junta within the 
government of the United States” 
that invoked the president's au- 
thority without telling him essen- 
tial facts and froze out opponents 
of their policy goals. 

Mr. Weinberger, like Secretary 
of State George Shultz, who testi- 
fied earlier in the week, said he 
had argued strongly against the 
idea of the arms sales but ulti- 
mately “ran out of appeals” and 
made weapons available through 
the CIA. 

“I have regret that I wasn’t 
more persuasive,” Mr. Weinber- 
ger said. 

After the decision was made to 
go ahead, he was kept out of the 
Information flow, even to the 
extent that the National- Security 
Council ordered the Pentagon's 
own intelligence agency to take 
Mr. Weinberger off its distribu- 
tion list for certain information, 
he testified. 

In fact, he told the committees 
he learned through foreign intelli- 
gence sources that the sales were 
going forward. 

■ Mr. Weinberger said Friday 
there was no connection between 
the U.S. promise to protect 
Kuwaiti tankers and the con- 
troversy over U.S. arms sales to 
Iran. 

“I have no, no idea of any 
possible connection,'’ Mr. 
Weinberger told the Iran-contra 
committees. 

Mr. Weinberger's comment 
came in answer to questions from 
Representative Les Aspin, chair- 
man of tbe House Armed Ser- 
vices Committee. Mr. Aspin is a 
leading critic of the plan to put 
U.S. captains and flags aboard 11 
Kuwaiti tankers and protect 
them with navy warships as the 
tankers travel the Gulf. 

The plan has raised fears that 
since Kuwait has aided Iraq, the 
United States will be drawn into 
the long Iran-Iraq war. Iran has 
threatened to attack the tankers 
and U.S. officials believe Iran is 
responsible for planting a mine 
that the Bridgeton, the first tank- 
er to be reflagged, hit last week 


on its first trip up the Gulf. 

U.S. officials, including Rear 
Adm. Harold Bemsen, comman- 
der of the Mideast Force, say the 
sale of U.S. aims to Iran has hurt 
American prestige among Arab 
nations, which have backed Iraq 
in the war. That damage has been 
particularly great among Kuwait 
and the other Gulf Arab states, 
the officials say. 

Mr. Aspin asked Mr. Weinber- 
ger if U.S. knowledge of Kuwaiti 
unhappiness with the arms sales 
led to the American decision to 
protect the Kuwaiti ships. 

“Well. I’m absolutely con- 
vinced that there was no connec- 
tion because there was no con- 
nection made,” Mr. Weinberger 
answered, “and you’ll forgive me 
for saying that I think that even 
the attempt to establish a connec- 
tion is fairly tenuous because I 
don’t see anything that would 
have been either accomplished or 
how it would be tied together." 

In explaining the Iranian arms 
sale to Arab states, Mr. Weinber- 
ger said; “We made it very clear 
that it was a one-time aberration 
and that we were not going to do 
it any more. But that had nothing 
to do with the need of their ships 
for protection from Iranian 
attack.” 

Mr. Weinberger’s testimony 
differed in one respect from the 
report he sent Congress in June 
detailing the history of the 
Kuwaiti reflagging plan. 

That report said the Kuwaiti 
request was first made to the 
United States last December, 
shortly after the Iran arms sale 
was publicly disclosed. 

But Mr. Weinberger said Fri- 
day that “my understanding of 
the current situation is that the 
Kuwaiti government came to us 
first, came to us somewhere in 
January, asked if we would pro- 
tect their own ships carrying oil 
out of tbe Gulf from attack.” 

Reagan administration offi- 
cials, in defending the decision to 
protect the Kuwaiti tankers, have 
argued that if the United States 
doesn't do the job, the Soviet 
Union will. 


U.S. sl ams idea of expelling 
Palestinians from West Bank 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- Palestinian problem based on 
ited States has said it utterly Security Council Resolution 
rejected a proposal by a senior 242,” State Department spokes- 
right-wing Israeli politician that man Charles Redman told repor- 
*Pale5tuuans-te^ .... 

ocajpied teftifartes. : • ‘T '■'F ? Deputy "Defence . Minister 
' “ThisTand of thinking contra- --^TvfichaelrDfekel , a member of the 

: ' " — •- — right wing Herut Party, provoked 

an outcry in the coalition Israeli 
government by proposing the 1.4 
million Palestinians on the West 
Bank be expelled to an Arab 
country. 


diets efforts to poromote an 
atmosphere of reconciliation and 
trust between Arabs and Israelis 
in which progress can be made 
toward peace in the Middle East 
and a just resolution of the 


Arab League aide backs 
expanded minesweeping 


WASHINGTON (R) — In- 
creased international cooperation 
to clear mines from Gulf shipping 
lanes would be helpful but should 
be matched by diplomatic efforts 
to end the seven-year-old Iran- 
Iraq war, the Arab League's chief 
representative in the United 
States has said. 

Clovis Maksoud, who is also 


the league’s permanent observer 
to the united Nations, said he 
would welcome mineclearing 
help “as long as it is perceived as 
international and temporary." 

Mr. Maksoud told a news con- 
ference the U.S. Navy operation 
to shield Kuwaiti tankers should 
not be viewed as an American or 
Western measure. 


U.S. bans chemical exports 
to Iran, Iraq and Syria 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States has imposed controls 
on the export of eight chemicals 
used in chemical warfare to Iran. 
Iraq and Syria. -- .. 

• “We believe that Iran. Iraq and 
Syria are seeking these eight che- 
micals from Western countries 
for use in their chemical weapons 
programme," State Department 
spokesman Charles Redman said. 

He said the controls were im- 
posed “as part of our policy 
which opposes the illegal use of 
chemical weapons in contraven- 
tion of international law.” 

“These regulations will restrict 
access by Iran, Iraq and Syria to 
U.S-origin chemicals for use in 
chemical warfare, while publicly 
conveying U.S. opposition to the 
use of chemical weapons." tbe 
Commerce Department said in an 
official notice imposing export 
controls on the chemicals. 

Washington has denounced the 
alleged use of chemical weapons 
in the Gulf war. 


Mr. Redman said that in addi- 
tion to the curbs on the eight 
chemicals, four other chemicals 
previously subject to export con- 
trols to the three countries, would 
now require an export licence* for 
anywhere except Canada. 

“This action has been taken in 
line with the actions of other 
Western industrialised coun- 
tries," Mr. Redman said. 

He said the action was aimed at 
reducing the supply of commer- 
cial chemicals being sought by the 
three countries and ensuring UJ5. 
chemicals would not be used in 
making weapons. 

Although some of the chemic- 
als appear to be useful only in the 
manufacture of chemical 
weapons, others are also used in a 
variety of products and industrial 
processes, according to several 
chemists consulted by Reuters. 

These indudepesticides, lubri- 
cants, plastics, flame retardants, 
textiles and chemical solvents, 
the chemists said. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* A combined exhibition of pressed 
Gowers and water colours 1/ Hind- 
Lam Mango and Tracy Barnuc at tbe 

O of the Jordan Intercontinental 
(until August 6). 

* Ex hibition o f photos at the French 
Guttural Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tri. 6610267 

Americ an Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council — ~ — 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre ........... 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 6 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A ...... 641793 

Y.V.MA 6642S1 

Amman Municipal Library ..... 637111 
Unhr. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


“Children’s Heritage and Science 
Mascara.” Fun and knowledge for a]] 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9£0 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - fcOQ 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

FoSdore Museum: Jewelry, and cos- 
tomes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcntsh (4th to I8tb 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours; 9.00 a jn.-5 pun. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent coHcctwn of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Oal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 

а. m. -5. 00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Posed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gaflcry; Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by comemporarv Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19Ui Century orientaBst artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Luwcibdch. Opcranjghoun: 
1U.OO a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.ra.- 

б. 00 p.m. Posed Tuesdays. Td. 
630128. 


Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Mama): Collection of military 
mem or abilia dating from tbe Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening horns 9.00 a.m. -4 DO p.m. 
Owed Saturdays. Td. 664240. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Liana CHb. Meetings 
every Got and timd Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace hotel, 7:30 pan. 
Una WiHaitrlphii dab. Meetings ev- 
ery second ana fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7 JO p-m. 
FhBaddnUn Rotary CM. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Dm, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary CM. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the In t ercontinental Hold. 2.00 
pjn. 

Royal Automobile CM. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534. 
817534. 


CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Td. 624590. 

Church o f the Amumdation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdch, Td. 
637440. 

De b Salk Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Termanta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luwcibdch, mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Teh 622366 

Church of the Anunudatioa (Creek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Td. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Chun* of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
Armenian Cathode Church Ashrafieh, 
TcL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
Gch. Td. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Td. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmrisani, Td. 
677534. 

Evangrikal Lutheran Church, Am- 
man, Arabic Service: Sunday 7:00 p.m. 
Rainbow Congregation, English Ser- 
vice: Saturday &3U pjn. Rev. N. Smir , 
Td. 81 1293. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Queen AEa International 
Airport Td. (08) 53200-5. where it 
should always be vcriGcd. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1} 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

lOdO Kuwait (RJ) 

19-JO Cairo (RJ) 

I*<0 Jeddah (RJ) 

IftSS Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

11:99 Dobai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17:25 .. London (RJ) 

17:45 Doha (add.) (RJ) 

18:10 Kuwait (add.) (RJ) 

IfcSO .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

19M Paris (RJ) 

lfc05 Los Angeles. Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

IMS Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:95 Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

19=30 Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

«fcS5 Baghdad (RJ.l 

OTHER FLIGHTS (TarmlMl 2) 

09:15 Kuwait (add.)(KU) 

Wh55 Berlin. Larnaca (IF) 

12*5 Kuwait (LN) 

13=20 Cairo (MS) 

1*30 Jeddah (SV) 

13:40 Muscat. Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 
(GF) 

14:35 Kuwait (KU) 

1W0 Dubai (EK) 

17=30 Baghdad (1A) 

17-35 Athens (OA) 

19=10 Frankfurt (LH) 

00:45 London. Cairo (BA) 

departures 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 

04=36 Madrid (add.) (RJ) 

06:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

11-J9 Doha (add.) (RJ' 

12£0 Tunis. Casablanca {ki! 

1*00 Vienna. New York (RJ, 

13=30 Cairo (RJ) 

20JS Kuwait (RJ) 

2&45 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (RJ 

20SS - Baghdad (RJ 1 

21:00 Larnaca (RJ. 

21:15 .Cairo(RJ) 


22:15 Damascus (RJ) 

22=30 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 
23:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0fc20 Frankfurt (LH) 

W:00 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

09- J0 Beirut (ME) 

10- JO Ronic(AZ) 

I0J0 Kuwait (add.) (KU) 

11J0 Larnaca. Berlin (IF) 

14--90 - Tripoli (LN) 

Mt05 Cairo (MS) 

14.-45 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

1*00 Jeddah (SV) 

ISJ5 Kuwait (KU) 

14J0 Dubai (EK) 

18J9 Athens (OA) 

18J0 Baghdad (IA) 

TOM Sana’a (LH) 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:22 Fajr 

05.50 (Sunrise) Duha 

I2s42 Dhuhr 

IfcZ2 - Asr 

19J4 Maghreb 

21:02 ; -kha 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Saturday rates 

Local x!I/buy rates in Ob 

Belgian franc 89.1/ 90.2 

Dutch guilder 164.4/ 165.6 

French franc 55 J/ 55.9 

Italian lira 25.5/ 25.K 

Japanese yen (for 100) 228.1/ 230.6 

Swedish crown 53.1/ 53.6 

Swiss (rune 222.6/ 225 

U.K. sterling pound 546.5/ 552.2 

U.S. dollar 343.7/ 346.2 

W. German mark 184.3/ 186.1 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman cove morale 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273151 

Civil Defence Quwctsmch 770733 

Civil Defence Dcir Alia 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.,.. [98 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192,621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police - 896390/1 , 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4. 6248Sl k — 
Municipal water complaints 771125* 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)5333014) 

HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaSdi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akflch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636I4U 

Palestine. Shmcisuni 66417m 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845/65 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227(9 

The Islamic. Abdali MM27/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664161/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir.J. Ashrafieh 775 J 11.26 

Anny.Marka 89 IM 1/15 

Owen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 7731 ! 1/10 

Radio Jordan.... 774IIM9 


Ministry of Tourism 64231 1 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price campliiinLi 661 176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 11 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Najjar 775050 

Dr. Muhammad Jabcr 896891 

Dr. Khalcd M addi 743500 

Dr. Anwar Aqrahawi 6426% 

Ad nan pharmacy 63%52 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Jerusalem pharmacy 621270 

Mcqdadi pharmacy 725002 

TAXIS: 

Ah ram taxi 663911 

Venecia taxi 644585 

Palestine taxi 671473 

Shmcisani taxi 665294 

Mehy-jr mi 644574 

Khayyam lau 841577 

Jordan taxi 623U50 

Asentwsj 8445U3 

IRBID: 

Dr. Shchdi Al Zagh 24U400 

Al Hassan pharmacy 243916 

AI Sharaa' pharmacy I—) 

ZARQAz 

Dt. Ziyad Ju'citcm ( — ) 

Ahlia pharmacy ( — ) 

Hawooz pharmacy (— j 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Slight drop in temperature b ex- 
pected, with northwesterly moderate 
to fresh winds. In Aqaba, winds win be 
northerly moderate arid calm sea. 

Min. /max. I crap. 

Amman 20/32 

Aqaba 21/38 

Deserts ....T.: 20/36 

Jordan Valky 25/38 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcr fonvcr price 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) .. 
Beans 

in Ob per kg. 

320 / 2*4) 

270/220 

180/ 14a 

Marrow 

Oninrt(dry) 

Orange 

Okra 

160/ 100 

2W / 240 

Cabbage 




Carrol - 

250/200 




1 80/ 120 







Eggplant (large] 




Eggplant (small) ......... 

110/ 30 

Ratidtth. .. 


dnrlic ...; 




Grapes - 

Lemon (ydbw) 

250 / 200 

600/500 

Sweet melon 

130/ 90 

Mallow 

60/ 40 

Watermelon 

<0/ 60 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Prime minister visits Public Security Dept. 

'AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Zaid Rifai visited the Public 

M^n/f [ *^ e " t v F ?P ) ^", SatlIrday raet wiIh its director 
'AbdaJ Hadi AlMajali. Mr. Rifat was briefed on a programme for 
^modernising the PSD system and improving efficiency. The prime 

on **“ visi! b ? De P ut V Prime Minister 
Abdul .VV^ihab Al Majali, Minister of Finance Hanna Odeh 
Mgj« « Intenor Rajai Dajani and Minister of Planning Taher 

Court sentences two for hashish crimes 

.AMM^ (Petra) — The Military Court has senrenced Ghassan 
Ghazi Abdul Salim Rabal to a one-and-a- half-year prison term for 
smuggling hashish. The court also sentenced Ali Khalaf Aii AJ 
Ereij to three years imprisonment with hard labour and fined him 
JD 350 for trafficking hashish. The general military governor 
endorsed the sentences. 

Meeting of students studying abroad ends 

AMMAN (Petra) — The first gathering for Jordanian students 
studying abroad concluded here Saturday. The week-long prog- 
ramme included visits to a number of historical and tourist sites as 
well as development projects in the country. The students also 
■met with a number of officials especially with Jordanian university 
presidents. The event was organised by the Ministry of Youth. 

Arab Cities’ committee concludes meeting - 

TUNIS (Petra) — The Arab Cities Organisation’s Foreign 
Relations Committee concluded its three-day meeting here 
Friday. Greater Amman Mayor Abdul Ra’ouf Al Rawabdeh, 
who headed Jordan's delegation to the meetings, said the 
committee decided to hold their next meeting in Amman. 
Participants also agreed on holding a conference for over 100 
mayors of European and Arab cities in Marakesh, Morocco next 
year to promote cooperation and understanding among the 
peoples of these cities. Mr. Rawabdeh added that die committee 
reviewed the organisation’s working programme and its coopera-y 
tion with regional and international organisations. 

Mafraq villages receive electricity 

MAFRAQ (Petra) — Two villages in the Mafraq region, Al 
Za'faraneh and Hamamet Al Uleimat, were supplied with electric 
power Saturday by the Irbid District Electricity Company 
(IDEC). Company sources said the cost of the project, JD 58.000, 
covered a cableless transformer station and pylons. Present at the 
ceremony were the Mafraq governor and senior local officials. 
According to the sources, the IDEC is now working on the 
electrification of five more villages in the govemorate of Mafraq 
at the cost of JD 250,000 and electricity will be supplied during the 
coming year. 

Fall into water tower kills little girl 

IRBID (J.T.) — A little girl died Friday when she fell in a water 
tower at the refugee camp in Irbid region, according to the Arabic 
daily Al Ra’i. The paper gave the name of the girl as a Mariam 
Abu Sahioun. The paper also reported that three people were 
injured by stray bullets fired during weddings in Irbid and 
Hakama. 


Message from Oman: His Majesty King Hussein 
receives the Omani Minister of Trade and Industry 
Salem Ibn Abdullah AJ Ghazalai Saturday. The 
Omani minister delivered a message from Sultan 
Qaboos Ibn Sa’id dealing with bilateral economic 


relations within the framework of continuing con- 
sultations between the two leaders. The O mani 
minister later left Amman after a one-day visit 
(Petra photo). 


Medical mission leaves for Sudan 


Teams begin issuing voter cards 


AMMAN (Petra) — Committees set up by the 
Ministry of Interior to issue voter cards to the public 
began their task Saturday in provinces throughout 
the Kingdom. 


Ministry of Interior Under 
Secretary Ahmad Aqaila said no 
one will' be allowed to vote in 
general by-elections without the 
card, white supplies information 
about the identity of voters and 
their constituencies. 

Eligible voters must complete a 
form and supply the committee in 
their constituency with two 
photographs in order to obtain a 
voter card, but should also pro- 
duce their family civil registration 
book to prove identity, Mr. 
Aqaila said. 

Applications must be made by 
rsons for whom the cards wiU 
issued or by a member of the 
family who can apply for the rest 


E 


of the eligible members of the 
family. 

The committees will supply ap- 
plication forms to voters ’ and 
issue cards for three months, 
which is enough time to complete 
the procedure. Mr. Aqaila said. 

The new law allows 19-year- 
olds to vote in elections. The 
previous law set the age limit at 
20 . 

Mr. Aqaila said committees 
appointed by the ministry to re- 
-vise voter lists will continue their 
work until Aug. 15. 

A number of voters who reg- 
istered their names for the com- 
ing elections were crossed out 


because they did not register in 
their constituency. However, 
they still have time" to re-register 
their names on the voter lists, he 
said. 

At least 912,000 people reg- 
istered their names for elections 
at the 700 registration centres 
which opened in May. 

In Salt. Governor Mijhem 
Khreisha said 49 centres were 
opened in the Baiqa Govemorate 
to issue voter cards. 17 of the 
centres are in Salt white the rest 
are in others part of the govemo- 
raie. A total of 77.816 voters are 
eligible to vote in the Baiqa Gov- 
emorate. 

In Karak. Governor Salem 
Qudah said 74 centres have been 
opened to receive applications 
and issue voter cards for the 
three constituencies in Karak 
Govemorate. 


Jordan marks Queen Zein’s birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — Another 
Jordanian medical mission left 
Amman Saturday for Sudan to 
offer assistance to the African 
country's victims of drought and 
famine. 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh, 
deputising for His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, saw 
the mission off, and wished mem- 
bers success in their task. Dr. 
Hamzeh said the mission is com- 
prised of 10 doctors, seven male 


nurses and technicians and a 
female nurse. Earlier missions of 
Sudan included only male nurses. 

In addition to doctors and 
nurses, the mission contains team 
for combating malaria and pro- 
viding primary health care. 

According to Dr. Hamzeh, the 
team is carrying large amounts of 
medicine and medical supplies in 
addition to a collection of books 
for a library established by a 
Jordanian mission at the city of 


Kass. The books include 500 
volumes contributed by Prince 
Hassan which will be sent to 
Umm Dunn an school in Sudan. 

Also present at the airport to 
bid farewell to the mission were 
Dr. Anwar Bilbeisi, secretary 
general of the Jordanian Medical 
Council, members of the Nation- 
al Committee for Solidarity with 
the Sudanese People and Health 
Ministry officials. 


Administrative development 
seminar to open August 16 


AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar 
on administrative development in 
Jordan will open in Amman Au- 
gust 16 under the patronage of 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, 
according to an announcement 
made Friday. 

The announcement was made 
by Mr. Abdullah Ulayyan, direc- 
tor of the Institute of Public 
Administration (IPA) which 
normally organises symposiums 
and training courses for govern- 
ment employees. 

Mr. Ulayyan said under secre- 
taries of various ministries, direc- 
tors of government departments 
and those responsible ’ for the 


development of human resources 
and promoting public administra- 
tion Work will attend the four-day 
seminar. 

Participants in the seminar, 
which is organised by IPA will 
study administrative systems of 
various departments in light of a 
study prepared by the IPA to 
define job desorptions of those 
assuming positions in public 
administration and the skills re- 

3 aired from them in handling 
ieir duty, Mr. Ulayyan noted 
The participants mil discuss 
the concept of administrative de- 
velopment and the role of higher 
administration- 


On the final Jerash days, satire rules the stage 

•ikjMiui • . .»■ • r .. . V' i , i ... , , 


Bf..&nralAtiyeh yj 

’ Special the Jordan Times’. 

AMMAN — During the last four 
days of the Jerash Festival, 
thousands of people filled the 
South Theatre to see Dureid Lah- 
ham’s latest play “Shaqa’ek Al 
Nu’man,” (red anemones) which 
was presented here for the first, 
time. 

Anxious to see the Syrian play, 
the spectators’ attention was 
perked up when the performance 
kicked off with colourful and 
short folklore songs and dances 
from all over the Arab world. 

The story began, or rather, the 
story continued: The story of the 
Arab situation after October 
1973. Nimer, played by Lahham 
is a martyr who was supposed to 
have been killed in the last Arab/ 
Israeli war and returns to his 

■ village- He had been taken pris- 
* oner and later escaped, only to 

return to his village and find that 
ins brother bad been corrupted 
by becoming rich off his martyr- 
hood. 

Nimer searches for his wife 
Zahra, who had been thrown out 
of her husband's small home by 
her crooked brother-in-law. Af- 
ter a small journey, where he 

■ finds Israeli planes flying over- 
. bead and Arab armed men in the 

streets harrassing him, he finds 
Zahra in the graveyard. She tells 
him fife has been difficult and 



Performers accompanying Dureid Lahham act out 
a scene from the play “Shaqa’ek AJ Nu’man’* at the 


South Theatre during the final days of the 1987 
Jerash Festival (Photo by Yousef Al 'Allan). 


that people worry about whether 
there is food to eat. When Nimer 
asks her about the Arab cause, 
she tells him to forget about it. 

The absurd story continues, 
with, characters coming in and 
out, arguing about what they 
should ao about their oppressed 
Kves. Many, including Nimer. de- 
cide to migrate. As Nimer is 
ig of fly off in a balloon, 

.. a writer wearing a chefs 
hat and sleeveless shirt, tries to . w w . _ 

■convince Nimer to stay and fight get anywhere if they don t agree, 
r ather than help imperialism by The final words came out from 
leaving. The conversations that Mr. Lahham ’s gut as he pleaded 


false poetry. The latter man's 
words are therefore recorded in 
history. When the past (the 
Emperor) in the “garbage of his- 
tory," as Ishaq puts it, leave the 
stage, and the Emperor continues 
to chase the harem for self-satis- 
faction, Nimer says, “nothing has 
changed for hundreds of years.” 
Zahra is annoyed with Ishaq's 
intellectual optimism because of 
what history says, and she 
screams that if the people stay as 
they are, unmoving and unchang- 
ing, the situation will get worse. 
“People will sell their children in 
order to eat," she exclaims. This 
is followed by another absurd 
scene where a’ man is auctioning 
off his daughters (in dollars), and 
someone with a baby in a cage 
also bong auctioned off. 

The play ends with Nimer 
for 
not 


play 

shouting at Zahra and Ishaq 
arguing, saying that they will 






; take place between Ishaq, Nimer 
■ and Zahra are humourously yet 
»dly intense. 

• There is a scene where Ishaq, 
the intellectual, is explaining 
Arab history to Nimer. As the 

writer explains that Arabs at one 

’ time were great and powerful, a 
girl with an Andalusian costume 
nms on stage, flirtatiously 
■screaming, “help, help” in clas- 
sical Arabic. She is followed by 
the emperor and his guards. A 
man comes in and tells the 
.Emperor the people are upset 
: because they are oppressed and 
have uo freedom. At first, the 
leader embraces the man. But 
smce.he wants to hear good and 
beautiful things, be calls his ex- 
ecutioner to behead the man. The 
Emperor calls on another poet 
who starts saying the people are 
.happy and recites beautiful, yet 


for Arab human dignity and uni- 
ty. Nimer says he wants to write 
the history of the future. When 
Ishaq tells Nimer he can not 
write, Nimer said he will write it 
with his feet. The entire cast start 
to stamp their feet, ending the 

p,a A e script, written by Moham- 
mad Maghout, is intense and veTy 
modem. The intensity lies in the 
conflict of opinions between the 
intellectual man and the simple 
man who wants to live in dignity. 
Concerning modem events, 
flashes of Chernobyl, South 
Lebanese resistance through 
suicide missions, and almost eat- 
• ing human flesh in the last camps 
war in Lebanon are all men- 
tioned. Even in the Emperor 
scene, Nimer tells the king be 
should be careful of AIDS since 
the Emperor has possession of all 


the harem. 

“Shaqa’ek AJ Nu’man,” 
directed by Mr. Lahham and per- 
formed by his group, “Usrat 
Tishreen,” (“October Family" — 
the name was formed after Syria's 
victory in the October 1973 war 
with Israel) left many people un- 
satisfied because the play only 
conveyed the Arab problem with- 
out presenting, or even hinting, a 
solution. Mr. Lahham said after 
the performance that it is not the 
artist's job to present a solution. 
“There could be a hundred solu- 
tions, but whatever solution given 
by a writer would be illogical and 
romantio. Artists cannot take this 
responsibility,” Mr. Lahham told 
a group of journalists on 
Thursday. 

The theme of the play was 
criticised by some reporters as 
being nothing more than a repi- 
tion of his previous plays. Mr. 
Lahham simply answered that be 
has to perform a play that has 
something to do with present 
situations in his part of the world. 
The fact that the Arab situation is 
re 


to work towards change, a mem- 
ber of Usrat Tishreen told the 
Jordan Times. 

A reporter commented that the 
use of profanity, and the scene of 
the celebration of a circumcision 
was unnecessary because “we are 
a conservative society.” Mr. Lah- 
ham replied that no matter how 
conservative people are, when 
they are vanquished, they use the 
most profane and expressive 
words possible. “If we cannot 
curse the thief in his face, at least 
allow us to curse him on stage,” 
Mr. Lahham said. On the cir- 
cumcision scene, he said that the 
symbolic implication is to show 
how in the past the Arabs used to 
come together and celebrate any 
“small” occasion. “Now, when 
forty people get blown up from a 
booby-trapped car, no one seems 
to care,” die artist said. 

Several reporters also criticised 
that the play seemed too unre- 
hearsed. Mr. Lahham said the 
group had rehearsed with certain 
movements that would be suit- 
••I able on an indoor stage, and that 

still repeating itself and no ^ actors bad to make sure they 
change has takn plate for years . g ^ ^ microphones in 
has forced him to repeat fos ordef t0 ^ heard ty everyone, 
theme, he said, referring to fore- unnatural acting. He 

ign and local imperialism 1 in the ^ ^ that they only had sever- 
Arab world in general We : are ^ houra to rehearse the play on 
always blarangomfautaon fore- ^ stag£ ^ Lahham added 

.that the overcrowdedness of the 


ign colonisation. But the real 
problem is from within our cor- 
rupted governments,” he said. 

A contemporary theme which 
sticks out in “Shaqa’ek Al Nu- 
’man” is that the reason people 
are not working towards a politic- 
al change is because of the econo- 
mic crisis in the region. The play 
shows that people are struggling 
to attain the basic needs of surviv- 
al. The system has imposed a high 
cost of living in order to give 
people only enough energy to 
survive and deprive them of time 


audience was disturbing.^ “There 
were so many people sitting right 
on the stage, and some were 
fighting ana shouting loudly. I 
almost forgot my lines from this 
nuissance,” he said. 

The South Theatre last 
Wednesday night, the second 
performance of "Shaqa’ek Al 
Nu’man" was completely full, 
and people were sitting on the 
floor in front of the steps and on 
the side of the stage. 


Jordan to 
participate in 
Israeli-boycott 
conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in the 57th meeting of 
the Arab Office for the Boycott 
of Israel due to be open in 
Damascus in mid-August. 

The participants, ah directors 
of regional offices, will discuss, 
boycotting Israeli goods. 

The status of foreign countries 
on a blacklist will be reviewed, if 
they have ended financial deal- 
ings with Israel. The office will 
add firms to the blacklist if they 
have begun doing business in 
Israel. 

" ^The Arab’-officfcwiH examine 
-.the European-Isradi'jbint cham- 
ber of commerce and' determine 
the Arab World’s 'position. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Today marks 
the birthday of Her Majesty 
Queen Zein Al Sharaf, the 
Queen Mother. 

On this joyous occasion, the 
citizens of the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan extend their war- 
mest wishes and congratulations 
to Her Majesty and proudly re- 
member her untiring devotion 
and sacrifices to the Kingdom. 

Her Majesty has embodied the 
greatest sense of motherhood by 
selflessly devoting her entire life 
to her eldest son His Majesty 
King Hussein, her sons Prince 
Mohammad and Prince Hassan. 
the Crown Prince, and her daugh- 
ter, Her Highness Princess 
Basma. 

The Queen Mother has also 
contributed to the strong 
women's movement in Jordan, 
leading the way as a staunch 
defender of women's rights. 

May Her Majesty enjoy a 
pleasant birthday and the Jorda- 
nian people wish her many happy 
returns of the day. 



Arab elected to three international bodies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The president 
of the Arab Society of Certified 
Accountants (ASCA) of Jordan, 
Tala! Abu-Ghazaleh, has recently 
been elected to the boards of 
three international accounting 
organisations; the International 
Federation of Accountants 
(IFAC), the International 
. Acqbunlink ' Standards Comrait- 
fte (rASCj and the Internationa] 
Audit Practices Committee 
(EAPC), according to an ASCA 


press release. 

The elections were held among 
99 accountancy societies worl- 
dwide representing 73 IFAC 
member countries. 

The ASCA joins 12 other 
societies on the boards of these 
organisations, representing such 
leading countries as the U.S., 
U.K., France, Germany and 
Japan 

Mr. TalaJ Abu-Ghazaleh .said 
that “this is the first time Arab 


accountancy has ever been repre- 
sented at the profession's highest 
international level,” adding that 


the appointment underlines 
ASCA's determination to estab- 
lish the Arab World’s accountan- 
cy profession at an international 
level. 

"Over the last 3 years, we have 
sought, with increasing success, 
to establish international stan- 
dards throughout the Arab 
World. 





Ford Motor Company 


is pleased to announce 
the re-appointment of 

THE COMMERCIAL S- INDUSTRIAL CO. LTD., 

as the Ford Motor Company Dealer 
for the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

Only The Commercial & Industrial Co. Ltd., 

will be supplying Ford vehicles, 

Genuine Spare Parts, Qualified After- 
Sales Service, backed by Ford-trained 
Sales and Service Personnel. 


We congratulate 

THE COMMERCIAL S- INDUSTRIAL CO. LTD. 

on this occasion 


Ford Motor Company 
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DR. KURT WALDHEIM is welcome in Jordan, both pereonally 
and as the head of state of a friendly country. He has been here 
before as secretary-general of the United Nations, but this is die 
first time that he visits Jordan as president of the Republic of 
Austria. Jordan has always enjoyed excellent relations with Austria 
and Dr. Waldheim's state visit will certainly cement these relations. 

From the ashes of World War n and the four-power occupation 
of Vienna which is reminiscent of Berlin today, Austria has risen to 
great heights and enjoys an enviable standing, respect and 
admiration within the comity of nations throughout the world. 
Austria has resisted being the object of inter-superpower rivalry 
and maintains at high cost its well-cherished neutrality in spite of its 
compromising geographic location. The indomitable spirit of the 
Austrian people has not been conquered and Austria has become a 
haven for political refugees. Austria has never been found wanting 
to play a role in the international arena on behalf of worthy and 
human causes, and the efforts of its leaders, notwithstanding their 
religious denominations, to advance the peace process in the 
Middle East are already on record. 

It is a great shame that the person of the freely-elected president 
of the Austrian Republic, who served the U.N. well for ten years, is 
being attacked vehemently and relentlessly by the World Jewish 


Congress because of a dubious historical record which does not 
stand up to scrutiny, let alone vindication. The vendetta that is 
being carried out against Dr. Kurt Waldheim by both Israel and the 
Jewish organisations amounts to a faux pas which does not do any 
good to anyone. It is tantamount to unwarranted interference in the 
internal affairs of sovereign states, and die exertions that are being 
made are without parallel in the annals of diplomacy. It is indeed 
ironic that while a putative incident, over forty years old, is being 
resurrected, a blind eye is being turned to events that are taking 
place in the West Bank today. ’Hie attack on June 6 by at least 50 
Israelis armed with guns and dubs on the sleeping refugee camp of 



address the issues nearer home. Since charity begins at home, Israel 
should seek — and apply — justice in the ' occupied territories 
rather than dissipate its efforts in a futile and unrewarding exercise. 

Jordan takes pride in not having succumbed to die chores of 
condemnation which is being orchestrated against Dr. Waldheim. 
The Austrian president comes to Jordan as a proud man and will 
receive all the honours 3ue to his person and to tire great country 
which he represents. 


Austria does not have to be dragged into the limelight against its 
own will. It is the model of a European democracy to which 
everyone looks up. Its rich heritage as well as its sense of commitment 
destine Austria to play an active role in international affairs. The 
charm of the Austrians pierces barriers, that need not exist, 
between the various races of the world. 

We in Jordan, through the generosity of our Austrian friends, 
have forged the closest air links between Amman and Vienna and 
are proud of our accomplishments todate. We have in our own 
modest way helped Vienna become the international hub it is today 
and to become truly a gateway between East and West. 

We, the Austrians and the Jordanians, have so much to offer 
each other, particularly that we share common goals and ideals. As 
we go along our own individual ways, we strive — and struggle — 
for peace with prosperity for ourselves and the rest of the world. 
We oetieve that the present visit to Jordan of the Austrian head of 
state will fortify our sense of pursuit and endeavour. 

We welcome Dr. Kurt Waldheim to our dime and wish him well 
in the years ahead. 


The writer is chairman of the board and chief executive officer. 
Royal Jordanian. He contributed this article to the Jordan Tunes. 


Vindictive campaign must end Waldheim begins visit to Jordan 
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AUSTRIAN President Kurt Waldheim's arrival in Jordan yesterday 
will no doubt grab world headlines, especially in the Western media. 
Why? Certainly not because the head of a European state is paying a 
friendly visit to a friendly Arab country in a bid to strengthen bilateral 
relations and exchange views, important as indeed they are, on world 
problems. But, because our visitor is a statesman who has been 
subjected to a fierce campaign of slander, character assassination and 
misrepresentation. Those who have ineigaiwi the campaign against 
Dr. Waldheim know exactly what they are doing. It is the duty of the 
rest of ns to find out just what the aims of these people are, or at least 
not to be misled by them. 

If the so-called controversy surrounding Dr. Waldheim is not dear 
to the world, it is because his foes have the means at their disposal and 
are so professional at obfuscating issues and manipulating world 
public opinion to their best advantage. 

■Take, for example, that statement which an unnamed Israeli official 
issued yesterday. “Any country which welcomes (Dr. Waldheim) now 
— as long as (his) case is not clarified — is not taking the right step,” 
the official was quoted ns saying by an international news agency 
which went on to describe this Israeli reaction to the Austrian, 
president’s visit here as “muted.** Wefl the reaction is indeed 
“muted” if you compare it to what Israeli leaders had to say about Dr. 
Waldheim’s visit to the Vatican last week. Bat, since when does farad, 
especially under a government beaded by a terrorist turned leader, 
has the right to set standards for international norms and behaviour? 
And then, even after disregarding all the unfair and hostile criticism 
levelled against the Pope for receiving Dr. Waldheim, since when do 
Israel and affiliated Jewish groups and other backers have the right to 
tdl others what to do, particularly the victims of Israeli aggression and 
state terrorism? 

Rather than exhort us on what to do and whom not to receive, the 
Israelis should take a hard look at what they themselves had done to 
the people of Palestine and what they continue to do to very day. 
In the same vein, those Jewish organisations and their backers, who in 
the name of fighting Nazism and anti-Semitism are compromising and 
endangering the future of Jews throughout the world, should look 
again at what they are doing to see whether their cause is served at all 
by their tactics. 

It might not be very difficult for the powerful Zionists to target a 
single person and a small state, like Dr. Waldheim and Austria, for 
political and media attacks with claims of a N azi aiy iDnfi- SwniHf past. 
But, campaigns as that waged against people and states which have a 
proven record of working. for world peace and prosperity, with justice 
for all, can all too easily backfire and inflict great harm on aO. . 

They are picking on the wrong person, President Waldheim hims elf- 
would say. Bat then, are they not overdoing it, and causing themselves 
and many others enormous damage as wefl? 

Once again, Dr. Waldheim, Mis. Waldheim, For eig n Minister 
Mock, and the accompanying delegation, you are most welcome in 
Jordan. We wish them a successful visit and a happy stay amongst 
friends. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

AI Ra’i: Welcoming Dr. Waldheim 


DEAR Dr. Waldheim, we warmly welcome you to Jordan an d, wish 
that every one of us can shake your hand to show our sincerest 
affection to you. You are most worthy of honouring, and the words 
that we say cannot express our gratitude to you but we are proud of 
your visit to our capital and take pride in offering you Arab 
hospitality. We have lived with you through the battle that had been 
imposed on you and your people by the enemies of human values and 
principles; and we rejoiced over your victory and the triumph of 
Austrian democracy. We share with you and your people the belief in 
rejecting all forms of domination and tutelage and in supporting just 
struggle for freedom and democracy. We appreciate your support for 
the just causes of the Arab people and their struggle against injustice 
and against occupation and their endeavours to achieve stability and 
peace. We welcome you in cur country and stand by you in fending 
off all conspiracies and; and all attempts directed against freedom 
and justice. By welcoming you in Amman we aiso welcome the great 
Austrian people and a brave nation that stood fast in the face of the 
enemies of democracy and freedom. 


AI Dustour: Standing with Iraq 


KING Hussein visited Baghdad on Tuesday to discuss with President 
Saddam Hussein the latest developments in the Gulf conflict and also 
to review current Arab affairs. The on-going war with Iran is of prime 
concern to Jordan and to Iraq and it is natural for the leaderships of 
both countries to coordinate their positions and to maintain 
consultations on issues of common concern. But though Iraq has 
been engaged in the war for more than six years, its leadership has 
given attention also to Arab affairs; and Iraq has been coordinating 
its position with that of the rest of the Arab Nation with the purpose 
of serving ail Arab causes. Iraq's brave steadfastness in the face of 
Iranian aggression and its calls for a just and honourable peace, have 
helped maintain mediation efforts by various regional and interna- 
tional organisations to end the conflict. Iraq's honourable stands and 
its defence of Arab soil have also paved the way for endeavours for 
ending differences among Arab states and for initiating a joint Arab 
stand. We share with the Iraqi people their pride in their armed 
forces, and back aii their efforts to abort the Iranian enemy's plans 
for expansion and domination. 


Sawt AI Shaab: In solidarity with Iraq 


KING Hussein’s visit to Baghdad and his meeting with President 
Saddam Hussein are part of his continued efforts seeking the 
re-establishment of solidarity among Arab countries and promoting 
Jordanian-Iraqi cooperation. Jordan, under King Hussein continues 
to be a staunch supporter of Iraq and the Iraqi people in the face of 
agression and in their relentless efforts to defend Arab sod. Jordan 
under King Hussein continues its efforts for mobilising Arab forces 
and pooling Arab resources for ending the Gulf conflict. For this 
re ^fi D ’ efforts have been deeply appreciated by all Arab 

and foreign states. It is our belief that a firm Arab stand and joint 
Arab action can stop the Gulf conflict, and can pave the way for 
establishing good neighbourly relations between Iran and the Arab 
Nation. The whole world supports Jordan’s views and endeavours for 
ending this war and the whole Arab Nation is for solidarity which 
Jordan continues to seek at all levels and through King Hussein's 
continued meetings with Arab leaders. The Arab Nation which has 
been plagued with divisions and conflicts for long years look forward 
to solutions and to peace and stability. 


who is accompanying Dr. Wal- 
dheim, the AI Kawkab Medal of 
the First Order. 

The Austrian leader, his wife 
and the accompanying delegation 
were greeted by a grand welcome 
ceremony attended by royal fami- 
ly members and senior govern- 
ment officials. 

As the Austrian president step- 
ped out of the plane in his dark 
blue suit, he was greeted by a 
21-gun salute. The King then 
accompanied Ms guest to review a 
guard of honour after a military 
band played the national anthems 
of Austria and Jordan and four 
fighter jets screamed low over- 
head. 

Receiving the Austrian leader 
and the delegation accompanying 
him. which included 30 journal- 


ists, were also His Royal High- 
ness Prince Abdullah, His High- 
ness Prince TalaJ Ibn Moham- 
mad, Their Highnesses Princess 
Aisba and Princess Zein, Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifaj, Foreign 
Minister Taher AI Masri, Royal 
Court Chief Marwan Qasem, 
Court Minister Adnan Abu 
Odeh, Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief Field Mar- 
shal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, 
Chief Chamberlain His Highness 
Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid, Cab met 
members and representatives of 
Arab and foreign diplomatic mis- 
sions accredited to Jordan. Most 
were accompanied by their wives. 

- Following tiie ceremony, the 
King and Dr. Waldheim pro- 
ceeded to the AI Nadwa Palace in 
a motorcade that went through 
streets decorated by Austrian and 
Jordanian flags and banners wel- 


Peres optimistic over China ties 


(Continued from page 1) 


conference the United States 
would not pressure Mr. Shamir to 
accept the proposal. 

Asked what steps it planned, 
Mr. Pickering said: “I would ex- 
pect that the United States will 
continue in the area of quiet 
diplomacy.” 

He added: “We would put a 
high emphasis on consultation, 
on careful diplomatic work, on 
movement, as we have been 
doing, between capitals in the 
region to see where there are 
further possibilities to make prog- 
ress.” j.j 

Mr. Pickering, posted to Israel 
two years ago, said; “We are 
unwilling to interfere in an inter- 
nal political debate here in Israel , 
but we are certainly willing to 
express, discuss and consult ab- 
out our points of view." 

He said an envoy whom Presi- 
dent Reagan planned to send to 
Damascus for high-level talks 
would seek out Syria's position. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Murphy would try to 
clarify Moscow’s attitude towards 
a peace conference when he 
meets Vladimir Polyakov of the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry's Middle 


East section in Geneva next 
week, the ambassador said. 

“I think it is realistic that it (a 
conference) could begin this year. 
We have half a year yet to go 
from today and I think ‘ it is 
important to recognise that a lot 
of things can happen in half a 
year. 

“I don't predict it All I can say 
is it would be a good idea and Td 
like to see it happen,” Mr. Pick- 
ering said. 

U.S. Democratic presidential 
hopeful Senator Paul Simon, in 
an interview published Tuesday, 
criticised 7 the Reagan administra- 
tion for not working harder for 
Mideast peace talks. 

Mr. Simon, of Illinois, said 
President Reagan has failed to 
provide the kind of mediation in 
the Middle East that marked the 
presidency of Jimmy Carter, who 
led Israel and Egypt to sign a 
peace treaty at Camp David. 

“This president has a vety li- 
mited knowledge of the Middle 
East,” Mr. Simon told the En- 
glish-language Jerusalem Post's 
correspondent in New York. 
“We need an American adminis- 
tration that is really willing to 
provide leadership. This adminis- 
tration hasn’t done that.” 


Iraq reports hitting ship 
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and drew a parallel with the 
present war against Iran. 

Information Minister Latif 
Nassif AI Jassem said Iraqi Presi- 
dent Hussein, born in the same 
village of Tikrit as Saladin, was 
fighting a similar war against an 
enemy “who used the slogan of 
religion to hide colonialist mo- 
tives." 

Mr. Jassem represented Presi- 
dent Hussein at a ceremony in 
Tikrit, some 150 kilometres north 
of Baghdad. 

In arelated development, Iraqi 
information media said more 
than 100,000 college students be- 
gan joining military camps 
Wednesday for training in com- 
bat tactics' and warfare skills. 

The students will be prepared 


“psychologically and physically to 
participate in any mission 
assigned to them,” a senior mem- 
ber of the ruling Baath Party told 
the army daily AI Qadissya. 

Sadi Mahdi Saleh, a member of 
the regional command of the par- 
ty. said the students would under- 
go one month’s compulsory 
training. 

Last month, student at secon- 
dary schools joined similar train- 
ing programmes. 

last year Iraq said it had 
trained tens of thousands of stu- 
dents to fight in an expected 
Iranian offensive which eventual- 
ly occurred in January. 

But the students did not actual- 
ly take part in the fierce battle 
that raged east of Iraq’s second 
largest city, Basra, despite Iran’s 
huge mobilisation. 


Unknown group holding Glass 
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freed Aii Osseiran for lack of 
enough evidence implicating him 
with that spy (Glass)." 

‘Glass shall stay with us until 
the current investigation reveals 
all the dimensions of the Amer- 
ican and Zionist plots he has been 
working for,” the one-page state- 
ment concluded. 

U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
has banned the travel to Lebanon 
of American citizens. The deci- 
sion was made after the kidnap- 
ping of three American teachers 
in west Beirut last January. 

Lebanese police and sources at 
the command of the 7.500-strong 
Syrian army contingent in west 
Beirut said they doubt the au- 
thenticity of the responsibility 
claim. 

’It just doesn’t have the ring of 
truth,” a Lebanese police source 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. “It’s probably a 
hoax,” he said. 

In another development, police 
said a Syrian army checkpoint at 
the Beirut airport highway shot 


and killed two soldiers Grom the 
Sixth Brigade of the Lebanese 
army at mid-afternoon “by mis- 
take.” 


A police statement said Sixth 
Brigade troops were racing a 
wounded soldier in an ambulance 
to Sahel Hospital in south 
Beirut’s Ghobeiri neighbour- 
hood, firing in the air to clear 
traffic. 

“Syrian soldiers manning an 
airport highway checkpoint were 
confused by tne shooting and a 
shootout ensued in which two 
Sixth Brigade soldiers were killed 
and five wounded,” the police 
statement said.' 


It was the first officially re- 
ported shootout involving the Sy- 
rian army is south Beirut slums. 


where many of 25 foreigners kid- 
Lebanon are believed 


napped in 
held. 

The Syrians have tightened 
controls around the Shfite slums 
since Glass’ abduction, which was 
seen as a major challenge by 
Iranian-backed extremists to 
Syria’s law-enforcing effort. 


[ 








coming the Austrian president. 

The visit to Jordan by Dr. 
Waldheim and his wife comes at 
the invitation of the King who 
was the first leader to visit Dr. 
Waldheim in Vienna after his 
election last year. The Austrian 
leader’s visit here follows a meet- 
ing with Pope John Paul last week 
which broke his year-long self- 
imposed moratorium on visits 
abroad. 

Dr. Waldheim is regarded here 
highly for his even-handed 
approach to the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict during his two terms as Un- 
ited Nations secretary-general 
from 1972 to 1982. 

Dr. Waldheim was dne to have 
two rounds of talks with the King. 
He will also tour the ancient cities 
of Jerash and Petra and visit the 
Arab Potash Company built by 
Austria’s Voest Alpine. 

During his tenure as U.N. 
secretary general, important re- 
solutions were adopted by the 
world body in support of Palesti- 
nian rights and in condemnation 
of the continuing Israeli occupa- 
tion of Arab territories. 

Dr. Waldheim visited Jordan 
as U.NI chief in 1979 as part of 
his efforts towards reaching a 
peaceful settlement to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

.Austria supports Jordan’s call 
for the convening of an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East with the participa- 
tion of the five permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security Council 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Qneen Now with 
Austrian President Knrt Waldheim and his wife 


Elisabeth shortly after the Austrian guests’ arrival 
here Wednesday (Photo by Yonsef AT Allan) 


and all parties to the Arab-Israeti 
conflict 


Dr. Waldheim’s visit to Jordan 
comes at a time when allegations 
have been rekindled that the Au- 
strian leader hid a Nazi past 
involving war crimes during 
World War Q when he served in 


the German army in the Balkans. 
In April this year, the U.S. put 
Dr. Waldheim on a “watchlist" of 
undesirable aliens but could not 
produce any evidence to support 
the allegations. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times on foe eve of his visit to 
Jordan, Dr. Waldheim described 


the U.S. ‘“watchlist" as violating 
international law and underlined 
the fact that foe American Justice 
Department had not been able to 
substantiate or justify its action. 

“None of these allegations 
against me is true,” he said. 
“They are fabrications, distor- 
tions and misrepresentations.” 


Murphy: Main U.S. objective is end to Gulf war 
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preventing foe “Soviet Union 
from establishing a dominant 
position in the Gulf.” 

Mr. Murphy was careful on 
Wednesday to repeat that 
although the superpower rivalty 
was an important element in 
shaping American policy in the 
Gulf the main goal remained that 
of achieving peace. 

"Keeping the Soviet rivalry 
aside we have an interest in help- 
ing our friends (in foe Gulf) to 
defend themselves.... and to 
achieve peace," he said. 

Mr. Murphy outlined the fol- 
lowing objectives of American 
policy in the Gulf: 

— To curtail Soviet influence; 

— To help moderate Gulf states 
to protect and defend themselves; 

— To guarantee the free flow of 
cal from the Gulf; and 

— To put an end to the Iran-Iraq 
war through a peaceful settle- 
ment which should be based on 


guaranteeing foe sovereignty of 
both countries. 


The American official reiter- 
ated that the American adminis- 
tration was determined to go 
ahead with its plan to reflag. 
Kuwaiti tankers despite opposi- 
tion by Congress. 

“The President is determined 
to proceed with the reflagging,” 
he said. “We are going in mid- 
July.” 

Mr. Murphy noted that 
although the American decision 
to accept the Kuwaiti request to 
protect its tankers by offering 
them the U.S. flag which auro-' 
matically entitles them to U.S. 
naval protection was made last 


March but foe issue did not get 
major public and congressional 
attention up until the May 17 
Iraqi attack on the American 
frigate Stark. 

The unintentional attack on 
Stark, in which 37 American 
marines were killed, has sparked 
a serious debate in the U.S. over 
the extent of American involve- 
ment in the Gulf. 

Opponents of the reflagging 
plan in Congress have expressed 
fear that such an American com- 
mitment would drag foe U.S. into 
a wider conflict. But, according 
to Mr. Murphy, the president’s 
plan has been gaining a wider 
popular and congressional sup- 
port. The official cited a newly- 
published poll which showed that 
80 per cent of the American 
public agreed that the U.S. 
•should protect its national in- 
terests in the Gulf. 

Mr. Murphy, however, con- 
ceded that there was still “uncer- 
tainty about the reflagging" in 
Congress and among the public. 

One of the strong arguments 
against the American operation 
has been that it could provoke 
violent Iranian reactions against 
the U.S. and foe other Gulf 
states. Mr. Murphy said that he 
was aware of the warnings that 
have been issued by a number of 
Iranian officials lately but be 
stressed that foe American plan 
was not aimed “at provoking 
Tehran.” 

“These measures would act as 
deterrent factors and are not in- 
tended to provoke Iran,” he said, 
“we have no intention to protect 
belligerent cargoes,... and 
Kuwait is not bemgerent." 

Mr. Murphy did not rule out 
the possibility that Tehran might 


stage “sabotage” operations 
against the U.S. and the Gulf 
states. “Only time will tell what 
Iran will do against os and you,” 
he said addressing the Gulf jour- 
nalists. 

Although the situation in the 
‘Gulf was the main focus of the 
journalists’ questions, the issue of 
efforts to convene an internation- 
al conference on the Middle East 
was raised by two reporters to- 
wards the end of Wednesday's 
press conference. The main con- 
cern of the Gulf journalists, as 
reflected by their questions, was 
on the progress of peace efforts 
and on American readiness to 
pressure Israel to attend the 
proposed meeting. 

In answer to these questions, 
Mr. Murphy warned that there 
had not been any “miracle” in the 
peace process. He said “quiet 
talks” that had been carried out 
in the area in the last two years 
among the various parties had 
produced "significant progress.”' 

He said that out of foe “quite 
diplomacy” an understanding had 
emerged on the main principles 
of the suggested conference. He 
cited these principles as the fol- 
lowing; 

— The conference would be a 
framework for direct talks among 
the parties involved in the con- 
flict; 

— The conference would have no 
veto power or authority to im- 
pose its will over the parties 
involved; 

— Geographic committees will be 
set up to discuss the different 
bilateral disputes. 


The American official warned 
that the conference itself could 
not provide , a solution to the 
Arab-frradi conflict. Such a solu- 
tion or a settlement, he said, will 
only be reached through serious 
“deliberations” among the par- 
ties. 

Mi. Murphy reiterated the 
already declared American posi- 
tion that the U.S. was not going 
to intervene in favour of the 
Labour Party in the internal 
Israeli debate over -the interna- 
tional conference. 

“We are not going to inter- 
vene, but we will continue to 
argue for peace," he said. 

Mr. Murphy, who has been 
directly involved in negotiations 
to pave the way for peace talks in 
the Middle East, said that there 
bad been a growing "positive 
trend” vis-a-vis the peace process 
in the area. He said this trend 
manifested itself in the various 
parties’ growing acceptance of 
two important elements: the need 
to redress the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinians, and the signifi- 
cance of guaranteeing the "secur- 
ity” of Israel. 

In Mr. Murphy's answers there 
was no reference to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
although he stressed that the 
“Palestinians should be repre- 
sented in all stages of the negotia- 
tions within the framework of a 
Joint Jordanian-Palestinian de- 
legation.” 

According to the American 
official, foe form of the Palesti- 
nian representation “has not' 
been resolved yet.” 


NOTICE TO AUSTRALIANS 
ELECTION DAY IS 11 JULY, 1987 


A general election for the Australian House of Representa- 
tives and the Senate will be held on Saturday 11 July, 
1987. 


Apply now for a postal vote. 


if you are enrolled on the Australian Federal Electoral roll 
and you are travelling or are temporarily resident in Jordan 
and will not be returning to Australia before election day 
you may apply for a postal vote. 


Postal voting facilities and a list of candidates are 
available at the Australian embassy between 4th and 5th 
Circles - Jabal Amman ■ Telephone 673246/7- The 
embassy is open from 0800 - 1300 hours daily Sunday - 
Thursday inclusive. 

Remember voting is compulsory. 


NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW 
AT THE 

AQUAMARINA HOTEL - CLUB IN 
AQABA 

We have a fantastic offer for you; 


Check-in on Friday, Saturday or Sunday for two 
'nights and get your third night accommodation free 
of charge. 


Do not forget we have a band - orchestra every night 
in the “Moonlight" Restaurant. 


Even better another surprise!!!!!!! 

We have daily Red Sea cruise yacht trips to the 
Pharaoh Island, Sinai in Egypt. 


For more details, please contact your travel 
agent/tour operator for the best deal or call 
us. 


Tel: (03) 316250 

Telex: 62249 Aquama Jo 

P-O. Box: 96 Aqaba, Jordan 
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By Lands K Andoni 

Jordan ;.Ttata Staff Reporter 

^- Twenty years after 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war a new 
(^. recently published in Lon- 
^■ reveals that Jordan had to 
join .in. the war despite its prior 
flflHTBiegof ah almost hnnwnen r 
Arahdefeat -due to the lack of a 
pjjHtary equihTrainn between the 
^eQ^ciceiit prides. 

Despite its deep misgivings ab- 
out what it co nceived as “a prem- 
ature haUtary confrontation with 
Israel,” Jordan, nevertheless, 
j. bad no alternative but to fight 
and be ?petrt of the joint Arab 
action,” this is one of the main 
argamenbof tbc solidly resear- 
ched- book Jordan in the 1967 
War, written by Dr. Samir Mota- 
in, a veteran Jordanian Arab 
journalist who is currently bead 

uf the pr^ section at the Royal 

Court - ' ■ 

According to the author, who 
based his condusions on exten- 
sive interviews with the Jordanian 
detisioo-makere in that period, 
Jordan had decided to join in the 
fighting for four important 
reasons:- 

first, the decision was consis- 
tent with the Hashemite heritage 
which embodied a deep commit- 
ment towards Arab unity, joint 
Arab action and the Palestinian 


strong criticism ’ by. the Arab 
nationalists, Nasserites and 
Ba’athists. . 

hi a lecture, organised by the 
lions Gob at the Regency Hotel 
last week, the author strongly 
defended his argument; sta ting 
that Jordan’s pre-1967 strategy 
“was completely misunderstood 
by the radicals.” 

, . According to Dr. Mutawi, Jor- 
dan s main goal in the period 
winch followed the establishment 
of die state of Israel on the 
Palestinian soil “had been the 
preservation of the status quo.” 

. That goal, he argued, had 
e m ana t ed from its awareness of 
the Israeli military superiority 
and the weakening effect of the 
deep inter-Arab divisions and in 
no way bad reflected a defeatist 
policy as Joxdan was accused by 
the. Arab radicals of that period. 

J ordan' s attempt to preserve 
the status quo, however, was part 


which had aimed at achieving “a 
joint regional Arab defence sys- 
tem ... which could achieve mm r- 
aryaarity with Israel.” 

Thus Jordan, which was aware 
of its inability to fight alone and 
of its need of practical and effec- 
tive Arab backing, had followed a 


Second, it was partly a reaction 
to “a long and concerted” cam- 
paign by radical -Arab govern- 
ments, particularly Egypt and 
Syria, who had repeatedly ac- 
cused Jordan of being “a lackey 
.for the West and of treachery.” 

Thud, the decision was also 
due to Jordan's conviction that 
die Israeli leaders were deter- 
mined to seize any opportunity to 
occupy die West Bank. 

Fourth, the decision was also 
relevant to die survival of Jordan 
u as a state” taking into considers- . 
don that it was surrounded with 
hostile governments. For while 
load (fid not bide its ambitions in 
the West Bazik the other Arab 
governments were constantly, 
raising doubts about Jordan’s 
commitment to the Palestinian 
cause and towards its responsibil- 
ity to the West Bank. 

The book, as would be ex- 
pected, has sparked a serious 
debate among Arab pohtiaans 
and intellectuals and has drawn 


a possible Israeli attack by pre- 
venting any act which could be 
used by Tel Aviv as a pretext for 
a full scale retribution.” 

That strategy, which had pro- 
voked strong opposition by the 
rising Palestinian armed resist- 
ance movement and the Arab 
radicals, implied the prevention 
of the commando factions from 
the use of Jordanian territories as 
a spring board for military opera- 
tions against Israel. 

Launching military guerrilla 
operations against Israel was then 
part of the “mass liberation strug- 
gle” strategy, advocated, at least 
rhetorically, by the radical Arab 
states and the clandestine Palesti- 
nian commando factions. 

According to Palestinian wri- 
ters and leaders the Palestinian 
movement, and particularly 
Fateh, was hoping that its con- 
tinuous guerrilla attacks against 
Israeli targets would “force the 
Arab coun tries to wage a whole 
sede war to liberate Palestine.” 

Thus both the radicals and the 
rising clandestine Palestinian 
commando factions in die sixties. 


who were frustrated with what 
they perceived as “impotence” 
on die part of the Arab govern- 
ments, a c cused Jordan’s strategy 
to be “defeatist and snr- 
renderist” 

But Dr. Mutawi strongly re- 
jected such arguments and de- 
fended Jordan's pre-1967 . 
strategy: “Jordan was endorsing a 
sound and very realistic 
strategy,” he said during the lec- 
ture, “...and ironically die same 
strategy that had been conde- 
mned by many Arab radicals be- 
fore 1967 is being endorsed now 
by most Arab countries,” be said. 

Israel, according to Dr. Muta- 
wi was meanwhile continuously 
Crying to fen inter-Arab differ- 
ences and had even tried “to 
manipulate the extremist slogans 
raised by the radical Arab states 
to serve its own ends.” 

Aware of the “competition 
among the radical Arab states to 
win over the gnanfianshlp of 
Arab nationalism and the Palesti- 
nian cause,” the Israeli leaders 
were consistently trying to pro- 
voke the individual radical Arab 
governments “to live up to their 
own slogans.” 

The Israeli aim “was to pro- 
voke radical Arab states to 
plunge into a military adventure 
which would provide Tel Aviv 
with the long-awaited pretext to 
justify a big Israeli offensive as an 
act of retribution.” 

Meanwhile Jordan, which was 
acutely aware of the Israeli ambi- 
tions and its inability to win a war 
on its own, was hoping against 
hope that there would “not be 
premature confrontation with 
Israel ...until the Arabs were 
ready.” 

But despite Jordan’s attempts 
to preserve the status quo and its 
continuous efforts to set up a 
joint Arab defence strategy, ten- 
sion and violence were building 
up on its borders with Israel as 
Palestinian commandos com- 
menced their guerrilla attacks on 
Israeli targets. 

This growing climate of vio- 
lence bad readied its peak on 
November 13, 1966, when Israel 
raided the West B ank village of 
Samu, in which 20 Jordanians 
were killed and many houses de- 
molished in a retaliation for an 
earlier Fateh operation. 

Although Dr. Mutawi repe- 
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Dr. Samir Mutawi (second from left) lecturing last week during a hutch eon hosted by the Lions Club 
at the Regency Hotel (Photo by Yousef A1 Alan) _ 


atedly implied that radical Arabs 
and the Palestinian movement 
had given Tel Aviv many pretexts 
to justify its offensive, he also 
argued that Israel had been pre- 
paring for the war since the fif- 
ties. 

In Dr. Mutawfs view Israel 
was hoping that an Arab defeat 
would lead to the downfall of the 
governments of both the late 
Egyptian President Jamal Abdul 
Nasser and Syrian President 
Salah Jedid. 

“But the target prize had al- 
ways remained the west Bank,” 
Dr. Mutawi said. 

Aware of the Israeli goals, Jor- 
dan was hoping against hope that 
a military confrontation would 
not occur before a shift in the 
strategic balance was achieved, 
be said. 

Yet when the decision to fight 
was made by Egypt and Syria, 
Jordan had put all of its forces 
under the joint Arab armed com- 
mand, Dr. Mutawi noted. 

But if the political analysis and 
arguments contained in the book 
have already sparked a serious 
debate. Dr. Mutawi’s account of 
the military course of the war is 
bound to create a bigger stir. 

Dr. Mutawi, who based his 
account on interviews with field 
commanders and Jordanian milit- 
ary files, argued that Jordan, in 
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Water pollution in Jordan — the story below the surface 

single central 
provide com-' 
-management of the 
country’s water resources has 
often led to duplication and over- 
lapping in the duties and respoo-. 
abilities of the various depart- 
ments handling those resources. 

According to a water manage- 
ment official, there are alterna- 
tive water resources available 
such as groundwater along the 
eastern Dead Sea coast and at the 
sea’s southern end which could be 
more efficiently utilised for 
domestic use. He criticised the 
pumping of water from the East 
Ghor Canal to Amman. ‘This 
process was too expensive, and 
.subjected drinking water to con- 
tamination by agricultural pollu- 
tants while it passed through sur- . 
face pipes in the fanned areas of 
the Jordan Valley,” he said. “It’ 
also constituted a security prob- 
lem being too exposed to the 
occupied West Bank and Israel.” 
He indicated that the phenol 
content of ground water in the 
Amman -Zarqa area had ex- 
ceeded World Health Oiganisa- 
tion safety figures. He said topog- 
raphical changes in large water 
bodies in Jordan, such as the 
changes introduced to the King 
Talai Dam, had created a suitable 
habitat for the breeding of bilhar- 
zia snails. He said waters of farm 
reservoirs in the Jordan Valley 
were also breeding sites for 
bilharzia snails. He regretted that 
warnings issued by himself and 
bis colleagues in 1978 on the issue 
had gone unheeded. 

The Zarqa River, whose water 
pours into the King Talai Dam 
reservoir, is considered danger- 
ously polluted. The Marka- 
Ruseifa area and the areas of 
east, west and south Awajan, all 
are currently discharging 
thousands of cubic metres a day 
of industrial effluent into the riv- 
er and its surrounding ponds. 

The phosphates industry and 
its spinoff industries, the tanning 
industry, the wet battery factory 
and the chlor-alkali plant are 
mainly responsible for the dis- 
charge of waste water containing 
high levels of lead, cadmium, 
mercury and zinc into the Zarqa 
River. Lead and mercury are 
highly dangerous to the human 
body if consumed in drinking 
water in excess of certain levels. 
They cause damage to cell mem- 
branes and essential enzymes, 
adversely affect energy metabol- 
ism and impair the transmission 
of nerve impulses. In most cases, 
the damage is irreversible. 

The government has appointed 
Mr. Mn’tazz Bflbeisi, the Trans- 
port Ministry’s under secretary, 
as acting president of the Water 
Authority of Jordan to replace 
Mr. Kedani. Dr. Haddadin was 
replaced by JVA Secretary 
General Mohammad Bani Hani 
as acting JVA president 


“They 
nothing. 

Officials close to Dr. Haddadin 
said that eight water experts 
brought in earlier this year to 
assess the pollution level had 
confirmed that the problem “was 
not very serious.” They said the 
report, compiled by five Jorda- 
nian experts and three foreign 
experts from Japan, Switzerland 
and the United States had been 
submitted to the Ministry of Plan- 
ning. The Jordan Times has 
learned that another report, 
which was not as assuring, had 
been submitted to the govern- 
ment by a team of experts from 
the University- of Jordan. 

The British team called in by 
the government arrived earlier 
this month to carry out further 
studies on water pollution in the 
Jordan Valley area, reportedly 
because of conflicting reports pro- 
duced in the past by other ex- 
perts. 

The British team, which will 
work on the problem over at least 
one year, wffl assess the viability 
of the East Ghor Canal water for 
domestic use as well as other 
water resources in the area. The 
team would also carry out studies 
on the feasibility of building a 
covered canal for pumping water 
from Deir Alla to Amman at a 
cost of JD 12- million. The team 
wonld'also study the effects of the 
bromine material in the area’s 
water and submit the reports to 
the Ministry of Planning. 

. Departmental dash 


The water pollution problem is 
. seen by many well-placed obser- 
fe is here as the result of con- 
^ competition between Dr. 
Haddadin at the head erf JVA and 

* Mr. Keikmi at the WAJ. Mr. 
KcBanr is on the record as oppos- 
ing the Deir Alla project from its 

# nweption back in 1079, because 
; r ■ ff-wn at. he believed was tbc non- 
> feas&lity of the project due to 
^ die pollution of the King Talai 
■ Dab reservoir and the exposure 
’ . ; °f the East Ghor Canal’s surface 

Water to. all i» p<fe of pollutants 
y caused by possible accidents or 
sabotage, Mr: Keilani submitted 
\ severaTreports to the government 
^ backed by expert opinions advis- 
®g against the establishment and 
of the project which cost 
: ^ neatiy JD 60 milfion. Dr. Hadda- 
J riffl, "Whci- backed the project 
was initialed when Mr. 
was JVA chief, re- 
Ijportediy ignored the warnings 
ftsd c ite d -rep orts by experts be 
^amtotaeated to back his aigu- 
- 2?®°*-' TW decision to build the 
, faoject was taken in 1979. Work 
stated in 2982 and the 
in 1984. Mr: 


din came under pressure to satisfy 
farmers' needs for water for agra- 
rian use in addition to providing 
water for domestic consumption 
in Amman. The Jordan limes 
has learned that when the level of 
water in the East Ghor Canal 
declined, Dr. Haddadin ordered 
the channelling of the King Talai 
Dam water to raise the water 
level in the canal, despite a dear 
ban on using the polluted water. 
,£ Dr. Haddadin apparently 
wanted to prove the Deir Alla 
project was a success at any 
cost,” one observer remarked. 

According to JVA er 
the ratio of water intake trom 
King Talai Dam reservoir mixed 
with the East Ghor Canal water 
was between 13 and 20 per cent. 
Other sources put the figure 
much higher, bat there was no 
immediate way to confirm any of 
the reports. 

Insuflfideat treatment 

The pumping of polluted water 
from the Kong Talai Dam reser- 
voir to the intake canal of the 
treatment plant gave rise to large 
quantities of organic load in the 
water which resulted in an upset 
condition for the treatment plant 
and its operators. Algae present 
in the water, according to ex- 
perts, caused deterioration in its 
quality, increased the organic 
matter, and were productive of 
colour, odor and taste. They also 
caused increased difficulty in 
purification, rapid clogging of 
sand and carbon filters, insuffi- 
cient filtration and difficulty of 
chlorination. According to offi- 
cials from the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID), 
helped finance the 


which 
treatment 



gjjered itr operation m Jofy 


Talai Dam reservoir. Furth- 
ermore, USAID officials said, 
out’ of the 24 plant operators 
trained in the U.S., only four 
remain at the {riant. They said 
that the computer controlling the 
flow of chemicals for water treat- 
ment had broken down as well as 
other equipment at the plant. 
“The plant now has to be oper- 
ated manually one official said. 

“We have warned of this a 
million times,” said one expert, 
who asked not to be identified. 
“But no one listens.” 

‘There was an uncalled for 
excessive use of chlorination at 
the water treatment plant, he 
added. He told the Jordan Tunes 
the Zai water treatment plant was 
conventional.- “In Jordan we 
need a specific treatment plant, 
be said. . .... . 

Commenting on the ability or 
the Zai {riant to. purify such pol- 


such as European states and the 
United States because Jordan’s 
water resources are much scarcer. 

Because the average water con- 
sumption in Jordan is lower than 
in North America and Europe, 
sewage in Jordan has a concentra- 
tion of up to eight times that in, 
for instance. Western Europe. 

He said the plant could not hand- 
le this kind of pollutants. 

Moreover, the algal blooms 
and the lack of oxygen in die 
water that was pumped recently 
through the Zai {riant created 
great difficulties in water treat- 
ment and the performance of the 
* it. The main reason for prob- 
i in the plant is found in the 
formation of a thick layer of algae 
on and in the filter, lessening the 
permeability of the filter system, also constiti 
The decomposition of algae with- lem being 
in the filter produced gas bub- occupied w< 
bles. As a result, the filtered 
water had an unpleasant odor and 
taste. Gas produced by the algae 
on and within the filter causes 
breakdown of the whole filter 
system. Thus, there would be no 
difference between treated and 
- untreated water, according to the 
expert 

The Zai plant has a capacity of 
treating 45 million cubic metres 
of water annually. The western 
terminus of the project is the East 
Ghor Canal where an intake 
imp station was constructed, 
e pipeline extends south 
easterly towards Amman passing 
through four highlift pump sta- 
tions to a water treatment plant 
located adjacent to the Zai forest 
It further extends throngh 
another highlift pump station to a 
terminal reservoir located near 
Soweileb, then continues to the 
existing WAJ reservoir R-14 and 
ultimately joining at the Azraq 
■ ' line near Ain GhazaJ. 

March 84, the University of 
Jordan compiled a full report on 
water pollution in the area to the 
WAJ. In October the same year, 
a 50-page report was submitted to 
the prime minister. Since then, 
four teams of experts have car- 
ried out similar studies. 

Since 1977, local and foreign 
experts have been researching the 
juality of water available in Jor- 
and the problem of water 
pollution, particularly in the King 
Talai Dam reservoir and the East 
Ghor Canal. Several research 
papers had been published on the 
subject. Yet, in spite of the fact 
that such research has gained 
international recognition, its im- 
plications, findings and recom- 
mendations have not been taken 
very seriously by successive gov- 
ernments. A well-placed source 
told the Jordan Times that at 
least four independent reports 
had been made available for con- 
cerned authorities since 1984. 




more than one way, was aban- 
doned by its Arab brothers and 
that there was a continuous disin- 
formation on the development of 
the battles on the Egyptian front. 

According to Dr. Mutawi the 
major reasons which led to the 
Jordanian defeat and consequent- 
ly to the Israeli occupation of the 
west Bank were the following:- 

— The fact that Arabs were not 
ready for a military confronta- 
tion. 

— The absence of a unified 
Arab strategy. 

— The failure of Jordan’s 
efforts to form a joint regional 
Arab defence system. 

— The way the actual battles 
were conducted and during which 
Jordan found itself lacking the 
promised Arab support and air 
cover. 

— The fact that Israel main- 
tained the military edge with hill 
American backing. 

In fact Dr. Mutawi made se- 
rious accusations against the 
Egyptian and Syrian military 
commands then, which no doubt 
is going to inspire or provoke 
other researchers and military ex- 
perts to unfold more of the hid- 
den secret of the 1967 war either 
in support of or to refote the 
writer's findings. 

According to Dr. Mutawi, the 
promised Syrian aid had never 
arrived while groundless news ab- 
out “alleged victories on the 
Egyptian front had misled the 
Jordanians to believe that the 
Iriaelis would not concentrate a 
big force along the. 'Jordanian 
borders.” 

Dr. Mutawi even implied ; that 


some of the disinformation had 
been intentional “since the Jorda- 
nians were given orders by the 
head of the joint Arab command, 
Egyptian General Abdul Munim 
Riyadh, to spread and fight along 
the 630 kilometre-border ...yet 
without securing the needed 
Arab support." 

One of the most intriguing 
parts of the book’s revelations is 4. 
about a strategy which was put up 
by Jordan and submitted to the 
joint Arab command but which 
was never deployed. The Jorda- 
nian plan for the West Bank 
defence required the concentra- 
tion of Jordanian troops on three 
axes which the Israelis were ex- 
pected to use to infiltrate and cut 
off the West Bank from the East 
Bank. But since the Jordanian 
armed forces were not sufficient 
in number for the deployment of. 
such a plan, without leaving the 
other parts of the long border 
completely vulnerable, an exten- 
sive Arab support and air cover 
were badly needed. 

The plan, however, outlined 
the needs of the Jordanian army 
in details but when the war 
erupted the Jordanian armed 
forces, according to Dr. Mutawi’s 
account, had found themselves 
on their own spread very thin 
along 650 kilometre-border and 
outnumbered by the well-equip- 
ped Israeli army. 

“Thus the war which was 
fought on the Jordanian front had 
no relation whatsoever with the 
original j. Jordanian strategy or 
with; Jordan's defence needs and 
requirements,” Dr. Mutawi con- 
cluded. 


Hundreds killed in Mecca stampede 

(Continued from page 1) 


Iran’s official news media had 
reported earlier that a total of 
135,000 Iranians, men and 
women, are currently in Mecca 
for the annual pilgrimage. 

Saudi Arabia warned the Ira- 
nian pilgrims and their leaders on 
Saturday that it “will under no 
circumstance show any mercy to 
those who transgress the rules of 
God in His peaceful shrine in the 
holy months' of the Hajj. 

“Strict order have been issued 
anew to the security forces to 
prevent assembly, demonstra- 
tions or marches of any sort,” the 
Interior Ministry said in a state- 
ment broadcast by the Saudi state 
radio and distributed by the Saudi 
Press Agency. 

“All Hajj is are required to 
devote themselves to the Hajj 
rites and the adoration of Allah, 
in line with the norms of Islam," 
the statement added. 

Mecca residents reported that 
ambulances with sirens wailing 
were still racing around the city 
Saturday morning to pick up riot 
casualties. 

Firemen and civil defence per- 
sonnel were busy removing the 


hulks of burned out cars and 
broken glass from the streets and 
sidewalks. 

A total of 2.1 million Muslim 
pilgrims from all over the world 
are currently in Mecca for the 
Hajj. 

Tens of thousands of these 
pilgrims have been filling the 
streets of the Holy City since 
dawn, following prayers at the 
Grand Mosque. 

Mecca residents said the Friday 
demonstration began minutes al- 
ter the afternoon prayer at the 
Grand Mosque, home of the 
Kaaba. 

Witnesses quoted by AP said 
thousands of Iranians who had 
assembled around the Kaaba, 
streamed out into the adjacent 
streets and squares chanting reli- 
gious hymns, but suddenly 
switched to political slogans. 

They said tne crowds blocked a 
number of streets, detouring 
waves of other Hajjis trying to 
reach the Kaaba on foot’. 

“The Iranians became jinery 
when helmeted riot police 
appeared and civil defence volun- 
teers used water hoses to disperse 
them,” said Musayhil A1 Hindi, a 
Mecca shopkeeper. 


U.S. resumes escort operations 


(Continued from page 1) 
be shipped aboard a larger vessel 
to the Gulf from their base at 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

The officials refused to identify 
the navy ship that will cany the 
small minesweepers, but said the 
boats should be packed and on 
their way sometime this 
weekend. 

They said the ship carrying the 
minesweepers would not be able 
to sail very fast and thus would 
require almost a month to arrive 
in the Gulf. 

The sources also disclosed that 
on Thursday night, a planeload of 
U.S. navy sonar equipment — of 
a type that can be affixed to 
almost any type of boat — along 
with a small number of navy 
mine-warfare specialists had ten 
the United States to join an 18- 


man underwater demolition team 
already working in the Gulf. 

The sources stressed that while 
decisions had been made to furth- 
er augment U.S. minesweeping 
capabilities in the Gulf, no 
thought was being given to de- 
laying the next U.S. navy convoy 
for Kuwaiti oil tankers. 

In Kuwait, the Bndgeton was- 
taking crude oil into its mine- 
damaged hull on Saturday and 
should be filled for a return trip 
down the perilous Gulf by mid- 
day Sunday, sources quoted by 
AP said. 

The timing of the return jour- 
ney in company with another 
tanker and a three-ship U.S. navy 
convoy was kept secret for secur- 
ity reasons, but Pentagon sources 
in Washington said they expected 
it within days. 


Sri Lankan forces rush to south 

(Continued from page 1) 

Reporters who visited the 
northern Jaffna peninsula on Fri- 
day were told that 2,000 troops 
previously fighting Tamil rebels 
nad been moved to confront dis- 
turbances in the south. 


the Indian troops to impose peace 
in the north, was signed by Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and 
President Junius Jayewurdene. 

The official said the People's 
Liberation Front (JVP), an out- 
lawed leftist organisation which 


Rioting erupted among the ^^Sed a bloody arm-government 
Sinhalese in Colombo and central uprising in 1971, was seizing the 
and southern Sri Lanka in protest 


seizing 
trouble in the 


against a pact signed last Wednes- 
day aimed at ending a four-year 
separatist' uprising' By Tamils in 
the north and east. 

The accord, which has brought 


chance to cause 
south. 

Two hundred buses were des- 
troyed and 300 badly damaged. “ 
In Colombo alone 215 buses were ■ 
wrecked. ■ 


WHY ARE WE SHOPPING 
NOWADAYS FROM 



BECAUSE THE WEATHER 
IS VERY HOT 

And the centre’s lobbies and stores and paths are centrally 

air-conditioned. 

• Because shopping from the Centre saves us the trouble 
of shopping from the open markets. 

• Because we find in the Centre a quiet and comfortable 
place to sit in and recreational facilities for our children. 

• Because the Centre includes the largest stores in Amman, 
which has become well-known for the quality of goods 
they offer and the suitable prices. 
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You are 
welcome 


Because we find a free car-parking 
facility when we buy things for three 
Dinars or more. 
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Makes shopping a genuine pleasure 
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Kenyan president slams apartheid 
as 4th All Africa Games open 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi 
opened the Fourth All Africa Games Saturday with a 
call for the continent to intensify its fight against 
apartheid in South Africa. 


‘The most crucial need of the 
African continent is unity, we 
need the unity of purpose that 
will provide us with the strength 
to face the continent's greatest 
enemy — apartheid," he told 
about 60,000 spectators and 
athletes gathered at Nairobi’s 
new Kasarani Stadium. 

“I am fully aware that there are 
some people who feel strongly 
that politics should be kept out of 
sports. We can appreciate their 
desire to have fun, but we cannot 
have fun and at the same time 
shut our eyes to the abuses in- 
flicted by apartheid on human 


dignity,” he said. 

Moi's opening speech followed 
formation and gymnastics dis- 
plays by 3,500 Kenyan schoolchil- 
dren in brightly coloured track- 
suits and a parade of athletes 
from participating countries. 


many of them wearing national 
dress. 

Displays of traditional dancing, 
singing by a mass choir, a 21-gun 
salute and an overflight by heli- 
copters trailing banners of wel- 
come also formed part of the 
opening ceremony. 

As Moi declared the August 
1-12 games open, army musicians 
played a trumpet fanfare and a 
cloud of 10.000 white balloons 
floated up into Nairobi's cloud- 
specked sky. 

The baboons were brought in 
at the last minute after difficulties 
arose with the initial plan of 
importing 10,000 white doves 
from Britain. 

Forty-four countries are offi- 
cially due to take pan in the 
games, making it the largest 
sporting event staged in Africa. 


Officials said some late arrivals 
were expected in Nairobi Satur- 
day and athletes from 38 coun- 
tries took part in the parade at 
the opening ceremony, 10 more 
than at the previous games in 
Algiers in 1979. 

The games kicked off Saturday 
immediately after the opening 
ceremony with two football 
matches at the nearly full Moi 
International Stadium built spe- 
cially for the games with Chinese 
help at Kasarani on the outskirts 
of Nairobi. 

The first match pitted hosts 
Kenya against Tunisia and in the 
second Cameroun were playing 
Madagascar. 

The programme continues on 
Sunday with hockey, swimming, 
cycling, wrestling, table tennis 
and other team sports. 

This year's games were origi- 
nally due to be staged in 1982 but 
they were postponed for five 
years in order to give Kenya time 
to build new sports facilities. 

They include the Kasarani 
Complex and another 20,000-seat 


Bet Twice, Alysheba renew horse racing rivalry 


OCEANPORT, New Jersey 
(AP) — Bet Twice and Alysheba 
renew their rivalry Saturday in 
the $500,000 Haskell Invitational 
Handicap, with Lost Code posing 
a threat to their domination of 
the top 3-year-old thoroughbred 
races. 

“No doubt Lost Code is the 
speed horse, but l don't think 
he's quite the horse that we 
have.” said trainer Jimmy Croll. 
putting his coir. Bet Twice, and 
Alysheba a cut above. 

“It's a three-horse race, but 
when it comes down to the 
money, it’s between my horse 
and Alysheba.” 

Bet Twice, who ruined Alyshe- 
ba's bid for the Triple Crown with 
a 14*/4-length victory in the Bel- 
mont Stakes on June 6, is the 
slight early favourite at 6/S to 
take the $300,000 first prize. 

Alysheba, the son of Alydar 
who beat Bet Twice by three- 
quarters of a length in the Ken- 
tucky Derby and a half-length in 
the Preakness, is 7/5. 

Bet Twice and Alysheba also 
met once as 2-year-olds, in the 
Breeders' Cup Juvenile. Alyshe- 
ba finished third and Bet Twice 
was fourth. 

“There are two champion 
fighters," said Bet Twice’s jock- 
ey. Craig Ferret, “and there’s one 
we don’t know who may want to 
be champion." 

Bet Twice, a son of Sportin’ 
Life-Golden Dust, has won all 
three starts at Monmouth Park, 
his home base. 

Bet Twice and Alysheba each 
will carry top weight of 126 
pounds, while Lost Code was 
assigned 124. 

Lost Code, winner of seven I 


- 

V/ V 




Alysheba, who was denied an entry bid to history books when be lost 
the Triple Crown in the Belmont Stakes on June 6, gallops to victory 
in the Kentucky Derby (File photo) 


straight Stakes, is 2/1 , while Clev- 
er Secret. 15/1, and Boro to 
Shop, 30/1, complete the field for 
the 20th running of the Haskell 
event. 

Jack van Berg, who trains 
Alysheba, wasn't offering any 
predictions about the outcome. 

One thing Van Berg felt certain 
about was the running of the 
race. 

“There ain’t no one going to 
steal this race,” said Van Berg, 


Alysheba in the Belmont. 

Alysheba, with McCarron 
aboard again, will not be running 
on the anti-bleeding medication 
las ix, which has been known to 
improve a horse's performance." 
When put on the drug, Alysheba 
crossed the wire first in the blue 
grass, though disqualified, and 
then won the Derby and Preak- 
ness. 

Lasix is banned in New York, 
but Van Berg claims the lack of 
the medication was no, facto/;, in 
the Belmont loss, when. Alysheba 
ran fourth. .. 


who. had been upset when jockey the Belmont loss, when.AT 
Chris McCarron pulled back ran fourth. P. 

Gardner smashes Donington lap 
record in practice for 500cc race 


DONINGTON, England (R) — 
World 500cc motorcycling cham- 
pionship leader Wayne Gardner 
of Australia Friday smashed the 
unofficial Donington lap record 
in practice for Sunday’s British 


DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

A villa in almost beautiful location in Sweifieh - 6th Circle. The 
villa consisting of four bedrooms, spacious salons, four bath- 
rooms with deluxe furniture, garden, garage for two cars. The 
villa is suitable accommodation for a company manager or 
embassy. 

Call: A! Salam Real Estate Office, tel: 613577 


,^aJL , j \ — n i iz-j j 

T he Regency Palace Hotel 


PAKISTANI HANDICRAFTS (BRASS, 
COPPER, & BRASS & BONE INLAID ITEMS) 

HAND KNOTTED CARPETS 

Opening Aug. 2 to Aug. 12 
ALL DAY 


Grand Prix. 

The Honda rider, who leads- 
the world championship with 93 
points from eight Grand Prix, 
completed the 4.02-km circuit in 
one minute 39.59 seconds at an 
average speed of 145.43 kph. 
over two seconds inside the lap 
record. 

Gardner was chased home by 
Honda teammate Niall Macken- 
zie of Britain, a relative newcom- 
er to 500cc racing, in 1:39.71 
(145.26 kph). 

American Eddie Lawson, the 
world champion, who trails Gard- 
ner by 29 points in the world 
championship, was also inside the 
mark, taking his Yamaha round 
in 1:40.10 (144.69 kph) for the 
third quickest time. 


complex in the centre of town 
where the country’s first Olympic 
standard swimming pool and an 
international standard basketball 
court were completed only a few 
weeks ago. 

“It was a big challenge, but due 
to the support we have received 
from everyone, we shouldered 
the challenge with great plea- 
sure,” Moi said in his speech. 

The Kenyan .president inter- 
vened personally to ensure the 
games would take place when it 
seemed in 1985 as if Kenya was 
running out of money to finance 
them and he has pledged to 
attend them as a spectator daily. 

“It is for our love and respect 
of Africa and in honour of all the 
sportsmen and women of the 
continent that Kenya agreed to 
take up this challenge squarely/’ 
he said. 

"The Fourth All Africa Games 
provide us with an opportunity to 
enhance the spirit of friendship 
and brotherhood that exists be- 
tween us." 


Hamburg 
and Bayern 
Munich lead 
W. German 
first division 

BONN (R) — Hamburg SV on , 
Saturday began the West German 
season in style with a crushing 5-2 
win against Scbalke, despite the 
absence of goalkeeper Uli Stein, 1 
on indefinite leave after hitting a 
Bayern Munich player during a 
“friendly" last week. 

Champions Bayern also made a 
winning start by beating Borussia 
Dortmund 3-1 to extend their run 
of successive victories to 23. 

Michael Rummenigge gave 
Bayern an early lead with a 35th 
minute goal and Roland Wohl- 
farth scored at the beginning of 
the second half. 

The Bavarians dominated play 
throughout although Borussia's 
Frank Mill reduced the leeway in 
the 60th minute. 

But Bayern's, new signing Lars 
Lunde of Denmark lost little time 
in making hisjnark with the club 
by founding off the scoring near 
the end. 

However, the day belonged to 
Hamburg who rattled five past 
former Cologne and international 
goalkeeper Toni Schumacher, 
back in the first division after a 
five-month absence following his 
allegations of dope-taking among 
players. 

All Hamburg's goals came in 
the last half hour through a Man- 
fred Kastl hat-trick and one 
apiece from Thomas Hinz and 
Bruno Labbadia. 

Eintracht Frankfurt could only 
manage a 2-2 draw against 
Kaiserslautern despite fielding 
new player Lajos Detari of Hun- 
gary, signed for a Bundesliga 
record fee of 3.3 million marks 
($2 million). 

Detari. hailed as the best 
Hungarian player since Ferenc 
Puskas, was not among the 
scorers. 


Open Invitation 


AGRICULTURE ENGINEER REQUIRED 

Multinational Agricultural Supply Corporation seeks agri- 
cultural engineer specialising in general agricultural to 
work in Jordan. 3 years experience selling agricultural 
chemical, medicine and feeds to poultry industry, should 
be Jordanian nationality, fluent in written and spoken 
English, 24 - 30 years old, drivers licence and own car, 
must be able to work under own initiative and be self 
motivated. Salary negotiable. 

Reply sending curriculum by vitae and experi- 
ence to date to Box No. 2068 - Amman 


Italian 

soccer clubs . 
penalised for 
match-rigging 
attempts 

ROME (R) — First Division 
Empoli and Second Division 
Triestina will begin the coming 
season with five-point penalties 
for alleged attempts to rig match- 
es during 1985-86, the Italian 
Soccer Federation said Saturday. 

The federation said its commis- 
sion of appeal upheld the sanc- 
tions after reviewing a ruling by a 
soccer disciplinary tribunal last 
week. 

The commission also upheld 
three-year suspensions against 
Triestraa Club President Raffaeie 
de Riu and former Empoh Presi- 
dent Giovanni Pinzani. 

The men were found to have 
tried to arrange for two Second 
Division matches between their 
dubs to end in draws in the 
1985-86 season when Empoli 
were promoted to the First Divi- 
sion and Triestina just missed 
going up. 

Empoli won one of the matches 
and Triestina the other. 


Countdown set for heavyweight unity 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada (AP) — 
Mike Tyson, only one month past 
his 21st birthday, was trying to 
become the first undisputed 
heavyweight champion in nine 
years Saturday uignt. 

A legal hurdle mat threatened 
to block, the fight against un- 
beaten Tony Tucker at the Las 
Vegas Hilton was cleared late 
Friday afternoon. 

Dennis Rappaport, who purch- 
ased 21 per cent of Tucker's 
contract for $50,000, went to 
Dark County Court and filed an 
attachment for $540,000 on Tuck- 
er’s purse. Tucker is to get $1.1 
million, and Tyson's purse is $2-5 
million. 

Rappaport contends he is owed 
money from Tucker's four pre- 
vious fights. Clark County Dis- 
trict Court Judge Carl Christen- 
sen ordered that the money had 
to be turned over to the Nevada 
State athletic commission before 
the fight in order for it to be held. 

However, another district 
court judge, Addetiar D. Guy, 
ruled Friday afternoon that Tuck- 
er must put up the money within 
24 hours of receiving it. Once the 
money is put up, court action then 
will determine whether Rappa- 
port will receive any. 

Promoter Don King had earlier 
expressed confidence the fight 


Lendl edges Arias to meet 
Connors in D. C. classic semis 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Top- 
seeded Ivan Lendl, pressured for 
a third straight day, edged Jimmy 
Arias, 6-3, 4-6, 6-4 Friday night 
to set up a semifinal meeting with 
Jimmy Connors in the $232,000 
D.C. Tennis Classic. 

Connors, refusing to wilt in 100 
degree Fahrenheit (38 degree Cel- 
sius) temperatures, won the final 
four games of his match against 
Todd Witsken to notch a 6-3, 2-6, 
6-2 victory. 

West Germany’s Boris Becker, 
a 6-3, 6-2 winner over Jay Berger, 
will face Brad Gilbert in Satur- 
day’s other semifinal match. Gil- 
bert, the number 4 seed, adv- 
anced with a 64, 64 triumph 
over Marty Davis. 

Czechoslovakia’s Lendl, the 
world's top-ranked tennis player, 
had never before lost a set to 
Arias in four previous meetings. 
But after breezing through the 


first set and holding a 4-3 lead in 
the second set, Lendl blew three 
straight games, two on his serve. 

Lendl opened the final set with 
a break, but Arias got back on 
serve when he cashed in on his 
second break point of the sixth 
game. 

Lendl served but the match at 
love, firing an ace in the process, 
to end the 2-hour, 9-minute 
struggle. 

Becker, ranked number 4 in 
the world, held his serve through- 
out the match in disposing of 
Beiger, the tournament's 12th 
seed. Becker used breaks in the 
seventh and final games of the 
opening set, and duplicated the 
performance in the second set. 

Gilbert remained unbeaten 
against Davis, using a crucial 
break in the second set's seventh 
game to take control of the 
match. 


NATIONAL SOCCER STANDINGS 
AMMAN (J.T.) — Result of the Premier League match played 
Friday within the National Soccer Championship: 

AJ Diffatein 2 A! Jazira 0 . ... 


■■.yv... • 


AI Ramtha 
A1 Ahli 
AI Hussein 
Al Diffatein 
AI Qadisiyah 


Leading standings:- 

W D L 

3 1 1 


0 0 


GF GA Pts 
6 3 7 


Everton downs Coventry 


LONDON (R) — Coventry, sur- 
prise winners over Tottenham in 
last season’s Football Association 
(FA) cup, were unable to repeat 
their achievement when they re- 
turned to Wembley on Saturday, 


falling 1-0 to league champions 
Everton in the Charity Shield. 

A lone goal in the 43rd minute 
by Wayna Clarke gave new Ever- 
ton manager Colin Harvey a win- 
ning start in the season’s tradi- 
tional curtain-raiser but Coventry 
pressured hard for the equaliser 


in the second half. 

Adrian Heath, late replace- 
ment for Gary Stevens after the 
England defender was forced to 
withdraw with a virus infection, 
set up the match-winning goal 
shortly before the interval. 

Gaming possession on the edge 
of the Coventry penalty area. Be 
slipped a short pass to Trevor 
Steven whose cross eluded the 
defence and Clarke volleyed the 
ball into the roof of the net from 
eight metres. 


SECRETARY WANTED 

Embassy of Japan is looking for a secretary 

— Jordanian National 

— Weil-experienced with secretarial and adminis- 
trative work 

— Fluent in English/ Arabic (also typing) 

— Female and Single 

If interested, please visit the Embassy of 
Japan on 4th, 5th and 6th of August. (10:00 - 
12:00 a.m.) 

All applicants must bring a typed personal 
history and two photos. 


would be held. 

“It’s only money," King said. 
‘ In another development Fri- 
day, representatives of the World 
Boxing Council (WBC). the 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) and the International 
Boxing Federation (IBF) agreed 
to change the fight's limit from 15 
rounds to 12 rounds. 

Tyson is recognised as cham- 
pion by the WBC and WBA. The 
28-year-old Tucker holds the IBF 
title. 

The last undisputed champion 
was Leon Spinks, who as an 8-1 
underdog scored a 15-round split 
derision over Mohammad Ali in 
Las Vegas Feb. 15, 1978. The 
WBC then stripped Spinks for 
signing for a rematch against Ali 
instead of making a defence 
against Ken Norton. Ali, inciden- 
tally, won the rematch with 
Spinks. 

The 21-year-old Tyson has 
been charged with misdemeanor 
assault and battery stemming 
from an alleged scuffle with a 
parking lot attendant June 21 in 
Los Angeles. 

And more recently, there was a 
report that Tyson had left his Las 
Vegas training camp for four days 
to visit a female friend in Los 
Angeles. 

Tyson has been instructed by 


his attorney not to discuss flic 
assault charge, but he indicated 
he would not have allowed him- 
self to be drawn into a confronta- 
tion. 

“If I can't handle it. believe 
me. I’ll find a way to avoid aq. 
incident," he said. 

“Anything I do, 1- always ihmk 
about the circumstances/ If any. 
thing is going to interfere with my 
career. I'm not going to do it.“ • 

Jimmy Jacobs, Tyson's co- 
manager. said: “A heavyweight 
champion is always a target for 
people who want to get publicity 
or get money." 

"He's going to be a target for 
people who want to take on the 
‘fastest guy’. Boxing history has. 
taught me that heavy weight 
champions have this problem,’' 
Jacobs said. 

The report thar Tyson bad left 
his camp to visit Los Angeles was 
not true, Jacobs said. He said 
Tyson did not go to Los Angeles, 
but returned to his home in die 
state of New York. 

Rumours also circulated earlier 
this week that there was discard 
in the Tyson camp and . that 
Jacobs and Bill Clayton, Tysons 
other co-manager, had 
approached veteran trainer Eddie 
Futcfa about replacing Tyson's 
curient trainer, Kevin Roonev. 


Tyson has been instructed by current trainer, Kevin Roo 


Australian Open venue may shift 


MELBOURNE (R) — The Au- 
stralian Open could return to the 
grass courts of Kooyong if indust- 
rial action and bad weather cause 
further delays in the construction 
of the new national tennis centre. 

Tennis Australia Executive 
Director Colin McDonald told 
journalists Friday the mid-De- 
cember deadline for the opening 
of the centre was going to be 
extremely tight and any further 
delays could be disastrous. 

“We have very little time up 
oor sleeve. Our best hope is that 
it mil be finished by mid-Decem- 
ber which is cutting it very fine," 
McDonald said. 

The Australian Open is due to 
be played from January 11-24 at 
the centre which is costing 70 
minion Canadian dollars ($50 mil- 


lion) to build. 

Its centre court, two targe 
match courts, five indoor and 13 
outdoor courts will be laid with 
an artificial surface called re- 
bound ace. The centre court will 
boast a sliding roof which -will 
close during bad weather. 

“We had thought it would be 
completed a couple of months 
earlier but we are still confident it 
will be ready by then (mid-De- 
cember). It’s true to say we can’t 
afford any major disruption.’’ he 
said. 

McDonald said there bad been 
discussions with officials at 
Kooyong, which hosted its last 
open last January, about the pos- 
sibility of the tournament revert- 
ing to its original venue if neces- 
sary- 


Smooth start in second 
Admirals Cup Race 


COWES, Isle of Wight (AP) — 
Yachts from the United States 
and Italy took early control when 
>the 16th Admirals Cup resumed 
Friday with a 210-mile (336-km). 
race to a midway point in the 
English Channel, and back. 

After the first leg from Cowes 
to Hurst Narrows, a narrow strip 
of water west of the Isle of Wight, 
America had two boats in the first 
four, with Sidewinder in second 
place and Insatiable fourth. For 
the Italians, Marisa-Konica was 
sixth and Mandrake-Krizia 
seventh. 

Once again, the two boats 
which crossed the line first and 
second in Thursday's opening 
event in the five-race competition 
— Sweden's Royal Blue and the 
Netherlands' big boat Pro-Mo- 
tion V — got off to a good start. 
Royal Blue was ahead, with Pro- 
Motion V in fifth place. 

The start of the race from the 
Royal Yacht Squadron at Cowes 
was in stark contrast to Thursday, 
when shifting winds and two false 
starts caused a four delay. 

All 42 boats from 14 nations 


Make friends with 
OLD PARR 
Best De Luxe 

Scotch Whisky 



began cleanly on time, with only 
the Danish entry, Andelsbanken. 
having problems when she nearly 
rammed the starting mark, i 
, \ The winds; were westerly', 22 to 
,r $A knots, and it was' dry and 
sunny. 

The yachts favoured the star- 
board end of the starting line and 
as the winds began shifting, they 
all kept to a port tack. 

After more than two hours' 
racing, all the competitors had 
passed the Needles, a lighthouse 
at the western tip of the Isle of 
Wight, en route to a midway 
point in the English Channel. 

Original Bechkmanns Pletfjer- 
ner — the boat which helped put 
the Danes in joint overall lead by 
winning the first inshore race on 
corrected time — was again doing 
well, in third place. 

Australia’s Swan Premium IH 
was also up with the leaders 
although her teammate. Swan 
Premium I, dropped back 12 
places in only a few miles. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171-6 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one! 
bedroom and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour T.V„ : 
central heating, telephone., j 
Two locations,. Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 after 
2 pjn. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of one bedroom, fully-furnished sitting room, kitchen, 
bathroom, with central heating, telephone and independent 
entrance. The apartment is suitable (or one or two people. 
Location: Gardens area / near Shmeisani 

Call: 662462 I 624611, Amman 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


Two unfurnished independent 3-bedroom apartments, 1st 
and 2nd floor. 

Location: 4th Circle, opposite Korean Embassy 

Cali Landlord at Residence: 672839 
Office: 817008 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of four bedrooms, three bathrooms, kitchen, 
four balconies, three salons, sitting room, with garden, 
garage, central heating, telephone and solar heater. 

Call: 671424 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedroom - 2 baths, ground level apartment with own 

PnHu^n^f'nP’ CH - a " ies ' *and new tmS 

refn 9 er . ator - washing machine, 
chyer, T.V., VCR, etc. A cosy and tasteful home away from 


Serious enquiries, shone: 603677 
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Connally files for bankruptcy 

. Texas (R) — • Former ~ 

John C 


AlOTN, . % . 

treasury secretary John Conn ally, 
who was wounded during the 


£ 


. of President ~Ken- 

nedy.in 1963, Saturday filed for 
bankruptcy protection from his 
ciedStDis. ■' 

Mr;;- Connally, 70, who bor- 
towed teijs of millions of dollars 
to invest- m Texas real estate, 
filed on behalf of himself and his 
investment firm, Barnes -Connal- 
ly Partnership, which will be li- 
quidated. 

A former Democratic governor 
of Texas, Mr. Connally was rid- 
ing in the same car with John 
Kennedy when the president was 
Idfled' in Dallas on Nov. 23, 1963. 
Mr. Connally was wounded in the 
shooting. 

He served as president Nixon's 
treasury secretary for 18 months 
in 1972 and 1973 and eventually 
switched to the Republican Party 
in 1973. 

Mr. Connally blamed the col- 
lapse of the real estate market in 


Texas for his move. Under his 
own bankruptcy filing, Mr. Con- 
nally listed one creditor who was 
owed $11 million. 

Mr. Connally and a partner, 
former Texas lieutenant governor 
Ben Barnes, used some $10 mil- 
lion of their own money and 
borrowed heavily to invest in real 
estate projects in Texas and else- 
where m the southwest daring the 
early 1980s. 

At one point their assets were 
worth an estimated $300 million. 

But as the price of oil declined, 
the booming economy of oil-pro- 
ducing Texas soured and the de- 
mand for office space and homes 
dropped dramatically. 

The silver-haired Connally, 
who Symbolised Texas wealth and 
power, turned to real estate in- 
vesting after losing a $12 million 
bid for the Republican presiden- 
tial nomination in 1980. The 
nomination was won by Mr. 
Ronald Reagan. 


Prices go up in Yugoslavia 

BELGRADE (AP) — Yugoslav newspapers Friday announced 
price rises for a series of essential consumer goods and services 
amid fears that crisis-ridden Yugoslavia is in for another rash of 
labour unrest. 

The price rises, effective Aug. l.will effect such goods as bread, 
coal, clothing and rail transport, the papers said. 

Bread is to rise from between 75 per cent and 130 per cent. 
Ting on its quality, the Vecemje Novosti daily reported. 


idty and coal companies announced price increases of up 
to 40 per cent. The cost of rail travel will rise 48 per cent, and cargo 
transport will go up 54 per cent, the' daily said. 

‘ Vecemje Novosti reported that clothing firms would be raising 
their prices by 300 per cent to 500 per cent. A winter coat will cost 
150, OuO to 300,000 dinars ($208 to S416).or up to twice the average 
monthly salary. 

Tbe average wage-earner has a monthly income of about 140,000 
dinars ($1^ 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Early in the day is fine 
for planning the week's activities. Later in the day 
should be dedicated to carrying through with previous 
commitments. Avoid showing prejudice. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You'll need to control your 
temper and have much patience with your mate today. 
Try to be more understanding. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Steer dear of outsiders 
this evening, as conversations could prove dangerous. 
Enjoy your home and family tonight. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Don't take any risks 
with your health or youll regret it later. Be sure to take 
great care and caution when driving. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Plan the 
^'^^ntedainmenh early , .‘but do not overspend. Be 
very courteous with your companions. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) This is definitely a bad day 
for entertaining in your home. Be alert for sudden ten- 
sion later in the day. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Morning is a good time 
for study and communicating well with others. Avoid 
acting prejudiced. Drive very cautiously. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) Settle up a troubling 
financial matter early, as your thinking could be con- 
fused later. Avoid risky schemes. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Some friends who are 
usually very congenial may suddenly become quar- 
relsome, so don’t get involved. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Avoid any 
arguments with your mate this evening. Try to promote 
a sense of harmony instead. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Keep a distance be- 
tween yourself and those persons whose ideas are 
radically different from your own. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) If you need to go out 
for anything, do so in the morning, as later on it would 
be quite difficult to find the time. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) After lunch is the best 
time to pursue personal goals. You may have trouble 
communicating with others today. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have a rather easy Kfe in the early years due to the ability 
to relate harmoniously with others. A very fine educa- 
tion is necessary, since your progeny will get into avoca- 
tion where much diplomacy ami self-reliance is needed. 
Teach him or her not to be prejudiced. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Jo E. Lundy 


... ACROSS 
1 The swan — 

5 Kin of zounds 
■'IQ Regretted 

14 “Wro only 
aland and — ” 

IS'Traat by 
masoning 

15 Sicilian resort 
. 17 Skin problem 

18 Subscribe 

■ again 

19 Bartholomew 

- — (navtoatorj 

20 Briat article 
2S Food for toga 

24 Hum 

25 Rabbit fur 

. 28 — Tftoitnond 
31 Persia now 
32. Light flat river 
.eraH 

. 34 Numerical 
• prefix 
37 Small fioh 

40 Make lace 

41 Eras* 

42 Gaelic 
*3 Former 

Barbary state 

44 Proprietor 

45 Major poetry 
”47 Concerning 
,_4S Town In the 

Sunshine 

Q|,| a 

58 to — 

57 Part of 
. -television 
Sa Bo aware of 
£9 .Cordafia's 
father 

60 watchful 
St Border 
. 52 TamiinatBS 
88 Roman house- 
hold gods 
■84 Used Color 

-• . DOWN . 

1 H« - 

• 2 “To — his 

SUB* 

; 3 Oriental 
- aborigine 

4 Holding back 

5 Works lor 


a 

a 

a 

■ 

a 

■ 

m 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 



a 

a 

a 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 



mi] 7 MMHU M«S a SirvtcaS. Inc 

ai,**™*^ YgrterdaVs Puzzle Solved: 

6 Just super! 

7 Hindu fire flod 

8 Sword fight 

9 SlHehw 

10 Tate out of ‘ 
hock 

11 individuate 

12 Make Into law 

13 Short run 

21 Forbid 

22 Leather whip 

25 Holst - 

26 Soto 

27 Breathe 
quickly 

28 Pena 

29 Shatter 

30 Fury 

32 8r. gun 

33 want for 

Christmas 

34 Ripped 
36 Trick 
36 Roman road 

38 Bring out 

39 Made changes 
43 Race officiate 


Anna raonnn ggan 
nunm nnnrip nnnn 
Finnn nonnnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnn 

OCTEori gnraHQ 
snnnn Finn nnn 

nnno nGncinn 2HB 

nnoonBngonnrjnan 

nnev nnnonra gnnn 

nnH nnnnn 

nnnnn (innon 
™ nnnnnsnrannan 
nans nnnng jjnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnaa nnonfl Haas 


44 Ear. pref. . . 

45 Devoured 
45 Ben 

47 Blazing 

48 Coin receivers 

49 Lose color 

50 Boer defect 

51 Soviet efty 


52 River to die 
Baltic 

53 Car race lor 
short 

54 Hoad man fn 
old Venice 

55 Struck with 
wonder 



AMMAN l j.T '.) — The fallowing tabic summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Market during the 
week starting Saturday, July 25. ’87 and ending Wednesday. July 29. '87. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 

Name of company 

Banking and financial institutions 

Industrial Development Bank 

Petra Bank 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

Housing Bank 

Arab Jordan investment Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Bank >.. 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

Islamic Invesimem House 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation 

Finance and Credit Corporation 

National Financial Investments 

National Portfolio Securities 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

Ai Masfarek Exchange 

Insurance and reinsurance 

Jordan French Insurance _ 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

Yarraouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

Holy Land Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

Universal Insurance 

Genera] Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

Al-Izdihar Insurance 

National Ahliya Insurance 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance 

Services and industries 

Inina for Investment and Financial Facilities 

Darco for Housing and Investment 164343 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 

Jordan Leasing Corporation : 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 

Equipment Leasing & Maintenance/Ta'jeerco ...... 

Jordanian Electric Power 

Irbid District Electricity 

Arab International Hotels 

Hotels and Tourism 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

Jordan Press Foundation 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

Dar AI Shaab Press, Printing and Publishing 

Jordan Dairy : 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 82795 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) .... 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

Aladdin Industries 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 80500 

Jordan Worsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 

Chemical Industries 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 

Dar AI Dawa* for Development and Investment .... 

National Steel Industries 

Universal Chemical Industries 

General Mining * 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

Jordan Lime & Brick ../..iif,;:.; 

National Industries 


Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO 

Livestock and Poultry .: 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing .... 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 
Jordan Paper and Cardboard ... 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 38000 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Hhnefa Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries 

Jordan Tanning - 

Jordan Priming and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

Jordan Brewery 

Mas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 13550 

Jordan Spinning & Weaving 58576 

Jordan Sulpho Chemicals 80478 

Jordan Cement Factories 49187 

Jordan Glass Industries 

Grand total 


Number 

Volume 

Opening 

dosing 

Par 

of shares 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

350 

438 

1.250 

1.250 

1.000 

2032 

4240 

2.100 

2.100 

1.000 

925 

1878 

2.050 

2.000 

1.000 

5564 

9249 

1.680 

1.660 

I.U00 

23599 

29499 

1.240 

1.250 

1.000 

990 

1634 

1.650 

1.650 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

255 

5109 

20.000 

20.000 

5.000 

1397 

23198 

16.650 

16.600 

5.000 

90 

10460 

115.500 

119.000 

10.000 

33805 

84457 

2.500 

2.490 

1.000 

20575 

19779 

0.960 

0.980 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

* 22618 

27289 

1-710 

1.710 

1.000 

6048 

4636 

0.770 

0.770 

1.000 

5050 

8080 

1.600 

1.600 

1.000 

5622 

4138 

0.750 

0.730 

1.000 

4293 

3935 

• 0.920 * 

0.920 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

450 

2468 

5.650 

5.350 

1.000 

2444 

2124 

0.870 

0.860 

1.000 

200 

2160 

11.000 

10.800 

1.000 

350 

280 

0.810 

0.800 

1.000 

4700 

4705 

2.010 

1.000 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

4068 

5432 

1.330 

1.350 

1.000 

3375 

2916 

0.860 

0.850 

1.000 

2100 

1470 

0.680 

0.700 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 


— 

— 

— 

10.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

2000 

2560 

1.280 

1.280 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

6231 

3716 

0.590 

0.610 

1.000 

164343 

82038 

0.520 

0.505 

1.000 

1350 

554 

0.410 

0.410 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1.000 

1100 

143 

0.630 

0.630 

1.000 

6700 

2278 

0.850 

0.840 

1.000 

4834 

7368 

I.S20 

1.520 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

2700 

2364 

0.870 

0.880 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

1.000 

6050 

2497 

0.420 

0.410 

1.000 

7435 

8552 

• 1.150 

1.150 

1.000 

. 7405 

15557 

2.120 

2.100 

1.000 

82795 

84303 

1.030 

1.030 

1.000 

3546 

8509 

2.400 

2.400 

1.000 

18078 

26212 

1.450 

1.450 

1.000 

650 

3218 

5.000 

0.4950 

1.000 

58272 

60756 

1.010 

1.060 

1.000 

. 80500 

135204 

1.750 

1.680 

1.000 

425 

1843 

4.350 

4.350 

1.000 

2575 

2722 

1.060 

1.050 

1.000 

353 

385 

1.090 

1.090 

1.000 

2468 

1185 

0.480 

0.480 

1.000 

1388 

1882 

1.380 

1.360 

1.000 

19420 

43888 

2.290 

2.260 

1.000 

1120 

1070 

0.920 

0.970 

1.000 

993 

1450 

1.400 

1.460 

1.000 

4167 

30177 

7.240 

7.250 

5.000 

20150 

5341 

0.270 

0.270 

1.000 

1250 

680 

0.560 

0.540 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 


1.000 

• — 

— 

— 

. — 

1.000 

2810 

2248 

0.800 

0.800 

1.000 

7050 

8208 

. 1.150 

1.170 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

947 

2309 

2.400 

2.500 

1.000 

38000 

19590 

.0.530 

0.540 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

150 

300 

2.000 

2.000 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

13550 

12569 

.0.940 

0.920 

1.000 

58576 

56968 

0.990 

0.960 

1.000 

80478 

224312 

3.090 

3.020 

1.000 

49187 

48498 

1.000 

0.980 

1.000 

1880 

1726 

0.920 

0.910 

1.000 

911.826 

1.172,654 





Differences remain at UNCTAD 


GENEVA (R) — Ministers attending the U.N. 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
were reviewing a draft agreement Saturday but wide 
differences remained over how to ease the burden of 
Third World debt. 


The three-week conference, 
addressing such problems as 
weak commodity prices and trade 
protectionism, has already over- 
shot its deadline of Friday night. 
- But senior delegates said they 
were optimistic they would agree 
on limited steps to help develop- 
ing countries and that the meet- 
ing would end by Sunday, or at 
the latest. 

After delegates had worked 
late into the night, the conference 

K resident. Zimbabwe’s Finance 
finister Bernard Chidzero, dis- 
carded several versions of the text 
and brought together a small cir- 
cle of ministers to reach an 
accord. 

“This thing bas turned into a 
ministerial conference," one U.S. 
delegate said. “If they'd done this 
at the beginning we could have 
saved a lot of time.” 

West German Economics 
Minister Martin Bangemann, 
named by Mr. Chidzero to spear- 
head the ministerial effort, told 
Reuters: “Yes, we've got a text, 
but we've got a lot more work to 
do." 

A copy of that draft, made 
available to Reuters, showed that 
most issues had been resolved, 
but gave little indication that ma- 
jor new initiatives would be 
adopted. 


The question of how to deal 
with the $1,000 billion of Third 
World debt, however, was still 
wide open. 

“At least this draft on debt 
hangs together better than the 
earlier versions. Thev've used 
staples." scoffed one ofihe minis- 
ters working in Mr. Chidzero's 
small task force. 

The debt question was being 
handled by a small party led by 
Argentine Planning Minister Ber- 
nardo Grinspun. 

One senior Western delegate 
said Mr. Grinspun produced a 
text which called for highly con- 
cessional interest rates and ways 
to let banks write off large por- 
tions of the loans. He then left 
the conference. 

“He knew there was no way we 
could accept that text," the dele- 
gate said. 

The section dealing with com- 
modities was virtually complete, 
containing an affirmation of the 
value of the UNCTAD common 
fund, a financial pool to support 
commodity prices and research 
work. 

Tbe common fund, originally 
agreed in 1980, has been largely 
inoperative as few countries have 
ratified it. The United States has 
refused to join and Britain, which 
had ratified the fund, has consi- 


dered withdrawing. 

The draft also contained a call 
for an examination of new com- 
modity arrangements. This 
attempted to satisfy both the 
Group of 77 (G-77) developing 
countries' hopes for new price 
stabilisation pacts and the indus- 
trialised countries' position 
favouring marketing studies. 

On trade, the West has now 
agreed to allow UNCTAD to 
play a role in the current Uruguay 
round of trade talks under the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). 

But a dispute persisted over a 
call by the G-77 to ban the use of 
economic boycotts against de- 
veloping countries, which the 
West sees os an attack on U.S. 
•sanctions against Nicaragua. 

Delegates said differences had 
been virtually resolved on the 
issue of help for the poorest 
countries, those in sub-Saharan 
Africa, as it was agreed that those 
countries faced special problems. 

The conference Saturday also 
faced a potential Jv disruptive de- 
bate over an Arab resolution 
criticising Israel's economic de- 
velopment on occupied Arab 
territory on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Another resolution 
questioned Israel's right to par- 
ncipate in UNCTAD. 

The United States has 
threatened to withdrew from the 
conference if the second measure 
passes. But few delegates ex- 
pected the credentials resolution 
would reach a vote. 


Washington accuses Safeway Stores 
of violating anti- Arab boycott act 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A U.S. 
supermarket chain that licenses 
stores in Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia faces charges by the Com- 
merce Department that it aided 
in a boycott of Israeli goods. 

The California-based Safeway 
Stores Inc. called the charges 
“preposterous" and said it neith- 
er owns nor operates tbe one 
store in Kuwait and two in Saudi 
Arabia named in the complaint. 

A spokeswoman for the Com- 
merce Department's internation- 
al trade administration, Ms. De- 
siree Tucker, said a federal admi- 
nistrative law judge will, deter- 
mine whether Safeway violated 
anti-boycott provisions of the ex- 
port administration act. 

Hie judge could impose admi- 
nistrative sanctions of up to 
$10,000 per violation and deny 
Safeway export privileges if it is 
found to have broken the law, the 
Commerce Department said. The 
department said there were 449 
violations, but Ms. Tucker said 
any fines that might result could 


not total $4.5 million because of 
tbe way tbe charges were struc- 
tured. 

Mr. William Skidmore, direc- 
tor of the department's anti- 
boycott office, said Safeway offi- 
cials acted on orders from the 
Arab owners of the three super- 
markets in Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. 

Mr. Skidmore said Safeway offi- 
cials in the United States and 
Middle East refused to deal with 
suppliers who did business with 
Israel. 

In other instances. Mr. Skid- 
more said, the supermarket chain 
required other suppliers not to do 
business with firms on an Arab 
blacklist of businesses that deal 
with Israel. Safeway also supplied 
information about the dealings of 
other businesses with firms on the 
blacklist, he said. 

He said the violations occurred 
over the last five years and may 
still be continuing. 

“We believe that the charges 
the government has actually 


made are preposterous.” Safeway 
spokeswoman Felicia Del C-ampo 
said from corporate headquarters 
in California. 

“All Safeway did was to pro- 
vide our customers in the Middle 
East — at their request — the 
names of manufacturers of pro- 
ducts we were offering to sell 
them ..." she said. “Our Middle 
East customers made their own 
selection of the products they 
wished to purchase." 

She said the company acted in 
good faith and consulted with an 
outside law firm in its response to 
a Kuwaiti questionnaire in 1983 
when Safeway tried to set up 
business in that country. 

The Commerce Department 
said the law prohibits U.S. 
businesses or individuals from re- 
fusing or requiring another party 
to refuse to do business with 
others because of foreign 
boycotts. Ms. Tucker said the law 
prohibits providing information 
on where products or services 
originated. 


Hungarian official criticises Comecon 


BUDAPEST (R) — A senior 
Hungarian Communist Party offi- 
cial Saturday condemned the 
East Bloc’s trade alliance, Com- 
econ, as inefficient and urged the 
introduction of reforms to make 
it more flexible. 

Mr. Rezso Nyers, a member 
of the party central committee 
and chief adviser of the Economic 
Institute of the Academy of Sci- 
ence, said markets in communist 
countries should be open to more 
competition. 


“Export structures (within 
Comecon) have become obsolete 
and there is no developed ex- 
change of goods," be said in an 
interview with the official Com- 
munist Party Daily Neps- 
zabadsag. 

“Specialisation in production is 
often formal, serving rather to 
counter shortages than to im- 
prove technical efficiency,” he 
said. “Cooperation placed on a 
more modern basis would offer 
new opportunities.” 


His comments indicated Hun- 
gary's support for a call last year 
by Soviet leader. Mr. Mikhail- 
Gorbachev, for Comecon to 
operate more efficiently. 

Comecon groups the Soviet 
Union, Poland, East Germany, 
Czechoslovakia. Hungary. 
Romania. Bulgaria. Mongolia, 
Cuba and Vietnam. 

Mr. Nyers noted that many 
Comecon countries were produc- 
ing goods at high cost instead of 
importing them from partners. 


Peanuts 


CLARA.. 


DO m THINK A PERSON 
CAN LEARN SOMETHING 
ABOUT 5WIMMIN6 FROM 
A VIDEOTAPE? 




Mutton’ Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



made him give up caffeine. 


Andy Capp 





THAT’S WOMENS LOGIC a 
FOR NOUy ANW - SHE'LLI 
TALK TO YOU WH EN 4 
SHE KNOWS VOU BETTER 














I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, tolorm 
four ordinary words. 


LH 

IOTOB 


n 


□ 

□ 



IAROA 



nr 

□ 

□ 


RYSLIG 



□ 

mm 


TROPSY 


c 

□ 

□ 

•ftl 





WHAT PRACULA'S 
BAST LIKEPTOHEAR 
ATBETTfME. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— -TAnnxmn 


{Answers iomorrowj 

Yesterday's I JumWes: SWOOP BLESS FAULTY INDOOR 

i Answer! 

HE WAS ALL 


Answer. Why the mummy had to visit a Shrink — 
\U- WOUND UP 


I 


I 


















Manila charges ex-intelligence 
chief, six others with revolt 


MANILA (R) — The Philippine military has 
charged former leader Ferdinand Marcos's intelli- 
gence chief and six other people with involvement in 
a plot to overthrow President Corazon Aquino, an 
official said Saturday. 


Brigadier-General Alexander 
Aguirre, the Manila area military 
commander, told reporters that 
former Col. Rolando Abadilla, 
who headed the Military Intelli- 
gence Service Group, was ac- 
cused of mutiny and rebellion. 

Brig. Aguirre said criminal 
charges baa also been laid in a 
provincial court against former 
member of parliament Zosimo 
Paredes and a former air force 
captain for complicity in a coup 
plot uncovered earlier this 
month. 

He said four serving military 
oficers. also linked to the con- 
spiracy, would stand trial in a 
military court. 

Brig. Aguirre said the men bad 
planned to attack an air force 


base, seize Manila Internationa]. 
Airport and take passengers hos- 
tage in an attempt to force Mrs. 
Aquino to quit. 

It was the fifth known plot by 
right-wing elements to topple the 
17-month-old Aquino govern- 
ment 

In a message to troops, Armed 
Forces Chief-of-Staff General 
Fidel Ramos said the military had 
to remain vigilant because “the 
climate conducive to political sta- 
bility ... is still beclouded with 
danger.'’ 

“Let us renew our pledge to 
uphold civilian authority which is 
the very heart of our democratic 
system," be added. 

Brig. Aguirre said those named 
in the latesr charges were present 


at two meetings where the coup 
plot was discussed. 

Col. Abadilla, who was cap- 
tured on Monday was charged 
with mutiny for his alleged in- 
volvement in a rebel soldiers’ raid 
on a military camp in April and 
for complicity in the most recent 
plot. 

The former colonel and two 
Other top officers were sacked 
when they went absent without 
leave after a failed coup in Janu- 
ary. The whereabouts of the two 
others, Brigadier-General Jose 
Zumel and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Reynaldo Cabauatan. are-still un- 
known. 

Asked whether the military 
was investigating higher military 
authorities for possible involve- 
ment, Brig. Aguirre said: ‘The 
investigation is continuing ... and 
evidence indicates that the ele- 
ments who could have been re- 
sponsible as masterminds were 


external to the military." 

He said there was no evidence, 
however, to link the plot to 
reported plan by the exiled Mar- 
cos to organise 10,000 troops and 
invade the country. 

Meanwhile about 2,000 people 
marched and rallied Saturaay to 
protest President Aquino’s land 
reform programme, which pro- 
testers claimed was inadequate. 

The rally in the town square of 
this sugar-growing centre was 
Organised by the Agrarian Re- 
form Alliance of Democratic 
Organisations, made up of cine 
leftist and social activist groups. 

Earlier, organisers said they 
expected 30,000 people to turn 
out for the rally. The group mar- 
ched from an assembly point a 
few kilometres away to the centre 
of the city for the rally. 

Last month, Mrs. Aquino 
ordered that all agricultural lands 
in the country be subject to redis- 
tribution to landless peasants. 


Moscow police sending Tatars home 


MOSCOW (R) — Moscow police 
are continuing to send home Cri- 
mean Tatars, who have been de- 
monstrating in the Soviet capital 
over the past two weeks, dissi- 
dent supporters of the Tatar 
cause said Saturday. 

“They appear to be aiming to 
clear Moscow of all the people 
who came here for Lhe protests,'’ 
said one dissident who has kept 
close contact with the Tatars, 
seeking the right to return to their 
ancestral homeland in the Black 
Sea peninsula. 

He said he estimated some 500 
had already been returned to 
Central Asia and areas of south- 
ern Russia and the Ukraine 
where they are officially reg- 
istered as resident. But there was 
no independent confirmation of 


this figure. 

Under Soviet law, police can 
send home people who break 
internal passport regulations by 
staying for extended periods 
without official permission in- 
areas where they are not formally 
residents. 

Last weekend, some 300 Tatars 
who had mostly come from Cen- 
tral Asia held an unprecedented 
24-hour demonstrabon- 

Police cordoned off the area 
but made no attempt to move 
them while Tatar representatives 
negotiated for a meeting with a 
Kre mlin leader. 

In 1944, the entire Crimean 
Tatar was deported from the 
Crimea, where they had an 
autonomous republic within the 
Soviet Union before World War 


n. when Josef Stalin accused 
them of mass collaboration with 
German occupation forces. 

Tatars say tens of thousands 
died during the deportations and 
after they were deposited in arid 
areas of Soviet Central Asia by 
Stalin’s security police. 

An article in the government 
newspaper Izvestia, which 
Soviet spokesman said repre- 
sented the official position, said 
they were being provoked by 
extremists. 

At the same time the Foreign 
Ministry summoned a senior U.S. 
official and alleged that Amer- 
ican diplomats had incited the 
Tatars to “anti-social behaviour. 
U.S. Ambassador Jack Matlock 
said Friday the charges were 
'‘quite ridiculous." 


NASA awards contract for new shuttle 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(AP) — Rockwell International 
has been awarded a $1 .3-billion 
contract to build a replacement 
for the destroyed space shuttle 
Challenger. 

The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) 
announced the award Friday. 
Additional contracts being 
negotiated with other companies 
for engines and other compo- 
nents will raise the total price tag 
to more than $2 billion. 

Rockwell built Challenger and 
the three other spaceships in the 


fleet. 

“The completion of these 
negotiations and the commence- 
ment of full production of this 
new orbiter mark a major miles- 
tone in our return to safe, reliable 
and effective space flight," said 
Rear Adm. Richard H. Truly, 
associate administrator for space 
flight. 

Under terms of the contract, 
Rockwell will fabricate, assem- 
ble, test, check out and deliver 
the new shuttle within 45 months. 
The vehicle will feature new tech- 


nology in some systems such as 
computers and the latest system 
upgrades and modifications. 

Shuttle flights have been 
grounded since Challenger ex 
ploded 73 seconds after launch on 
Jan. 28, 1986, killin g all seven 
crew members. Modifications are 
being made to the existing three 
shuttles, and NASA has set next 
June 2 as the target for resuming 
launches. 

The Challenger accident was 
caused by a faulty joint in a 
solid-fuel booster rocket. That 
rocket is being redesigned. 


Haiti expels opposition leader 


PORT-AU-PRINCE. Haiti (AP) 
— The provisional government 
ordered a major opposition lead- 
er to leave the country by Satur- 
day, charging he was a Canadian 
citizen who had organised subver- 
sive activities. 

In another development, 
opposition leaders who suc- 
ceeded in shutting down the 
capital of 1 million with a two-day 
general strike suspended the 
boycott Saturday and Sunday so 
citizens could shop for supplies. 
The opposition leaders called for 
a resumption of the strike 
Monday. 

On Friday, soldiers controlled 
the largely empty streets of the 
capital. 

The expulsion order against 
Daniel Narcisse. co-leader of the 
Liaison Committee of Democra- 
tic Forces, came Friday. He was 
given 24 hours to leave. 

Mr. Narcisse s group is one of 
57 in an opposition coalition that 


organised strikes that paralysed 
this impoverished Caribbean na- 
tion for 11 days in the past 
month. Mr. Narcisse told Radio 
Haiti Inter on Friday night that 
he became a Haitian citizen in 
February and that the expulsion 
order is unconstitutional. 

Mr. Narcisse said he fled into 
exile more than 20 years ago and 
became a Canadian citizeo, but 
returned to Haiti immediately af- 
ter the fall of dictator Jean-Qaude 
“Baby Doc” Duvalier 17 months 
ago. Mr. Narcisse said the new 
constitution drafted after Duva- 
lier left allowed him to reclaim his 
Haitian citizenship upon bis re- 
turn home. 

The government bases its order 
of expulsion against Mr. Narcisse 
on a constitutional clause which 
states that any foreign citizen who 
participates or interferes in Hai- 
tian internal politics in such a way 
as to disrupt public order can be 
suebject to expulsion. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHABLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

■I 1 1968 Tribune MMI8 Smini, Inc 

DEAR MIL GOREN 
Q. — As opener. I can never de- 
cide whether my partner's pref- 
erence to ray first suit is encour- 
aging or not. As a result, I seem 
always to be either overbidding 
or underbidding. Can you give 
rae some help? — G.R., Schenec- 
tady, N.Y. 

A. — To make understanding the 
principle easier, let's consider two 
bidding sequences: 

I. 


Opener Responder 

1 v l '? 

2* 2 0 

2. Opener Responder 

1 * 2 v 

•S'? 2 * 

In the first case, partner's one- 
over-one response promised no 
more than 6 points, although its 
range is almost unlimited. When he 
next takes a preference to dia- 
monds over clubs, he has done 
nothing to promise extra values. 
Indeed, since he had many bids 
available to show extra values, 

' there is every reason to expect 
partner have a minimum response, 
i.e.. 6-9 points. 

The second case is different. 
Here partner has made a twoover- 
one response, promising at least 
10-11 points if you still play old- 
style Goren or, ir you play two- 
over-one forcing to game, a mini- 
mum of 13 points. Whichever 
method you use, the bid is con- 
structive. In the former, if partner 


was any weaker he would simply 
have raised to two spades; in the 
latter, partner has already shown 
an opening hand with his two- 
over-one. In both cases, partner ex- 
pects you to clarify your holding 
with another bid. Indeed, in the 
modern style his bid of two spades 
might be agreeing the suit at a low 
level preparatory to investigating 
slam possibilities. 

The principle can be stated as 
follows: A simple show of prefer- 
ence by responder when he has not 
previously increased the level of 
bidding is not encouraging. Howev- 
er, a preference shown by respond- 
er after he has previously raised 
the level of the auction is 
encouraging. 

Q. — I have been told: “When In 
doubt, lead trumps.” What do 
you think about that piece of ad- 
vice? — N.E., Ft. Lee, NJ. 

A. — I can think of no worse reason 
for making any lead, including 
trumps, than that you arc not sure 
what to do. As a matter of fact, 
that is probably the worst of all 
reasons to lead a trump. 

Unless you have a very specific 
reason why a trump should be led, 
you are unlikely to gain anything. 
At worst, you might be pickling 
your partner's trump trick; at best 
you are likely to cost your side a 
tempo. 


Soviets 
launch huge 
resources 
satellite 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(AP) — The Soviet Union has 
orbited a spacecraft the size of a 
bus to observe the world's oceans 
and the resources of the earth, an 
industry magazine has reported. 

Aviation Week and Space 
Technology said the satellite, 
Cosmos 1870, weighs 15 to 20 
tonnes and is the heaviest such 
spacecraft ever launched. It said 
it is seven to 10 times heavier 
than the most advanced U.S. 
resources vehicles, Landsats 4 
and 5. 

The magazine said the satellite, 
launched on July 25, is designed 
to provide' data on hydrology, 
cartography, geology, agricul- 
ture, the environment and the 
oceans of the world. 

Meanwhile a Soviet cosmonaut 
brought back from space this 
week after developing a heart 
condition is under special medical 
care and tests are planned to find 
what caused the changes in his 
heart, TASS said Friday. 

Flight engineer Alexander 
Laveikin, 35, returned to earth 
Thursday after spending almost 
six months aboard the Mfr orbital 
platform. 

He was accompanied by two 
spacemen who rocketed to the 
Mir last week aboard tbe Soyuz 
TM-3 capsule, pilot Alexander 
Viktorenko of the Soviet Union 
and Mohammad Faris, Syria's 
first man in spece. 

TASS, the Soviet News Agen- 
cy^ said Laveikin looked pale but 
smiled at onlookers after the 
three spaceman landed in a cloud 
of dust in Kazakhstan in Soviet 
Central Asia. 

The two spacemen who re- 
turned home with Laveikin and 
Soviet space officials held a news 
conference at tbe Baikonur Cos- 
modrome in Kazakhstan Friday, 
and TASS said Laveikin’s health 
was one of the topics discussed. 

The cosmonaut, TASS said, “is 
still under special medical care. 
Yet his state of health arouses no 
apprehension.” 

TASS quoted unidentified 
medical specialists as saying that 
a dim cal examination of Laveikin 
had left them with a “good im- 
pression." 


Ershad 
returns 
controversial 
bill to 
parliament 

DHAKA (R) — President Hos- 
sain Mohammad Ershad sent a 
controversial bill on the role of 
the army back to the parliament 
Saturday in a move aimed at 
deflating mounting opposition 
pressure for his resignation. 

Parliament passed the district 
council bill last month during an 
opposition boycott of the legisla- 
ture. 

A presidential aide said Gen. 
Ershad asked parliament to hold 
a fill! debate on the bill because 
“it involves some issues which 
have aroused controversy.'* 

The bill allows army officers to 
become members of district coun- 
cils, although without voting 
power. The 64 councils are main- 
ly responsible for development 
and administration of rural areas. 

Opposition members walked 
out when the ruling Jatiya Party, 
which Has an overwhelming 
majority, passed the bill in jnst 
six minutes. 

They accused Gen. Ershad of 
trying to perpetuate a military 
dictatorship and described the bill 
as “an attempt in that direction." 

Twenty-one opposition parties 
staged a nationwide 54-hour 
general strike last week, turning 
iheir disagreement with the bill 
into a demand for Gen. Ershad’s 
resignation. They have called 
another half-day strike for 
Sunday. 


Reagan in White House 
after cancer surgery 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan has some 20 stitches 
m his nose after cancerous tissue 
was removed but doctors said his 
health was excellent and he said 
“I feel fine." 

Mr. Reagan returned to the 
White House by helicopter im- 
mediately after the surgery Fri- 
day and walked inside waving and 
smiling to reporters. He wore a 
large bandage on his nose. 

The White House physician, 
army Col. John Hutton, said doc- 
tors cut tissue a half inch (1.27 
cm) in diameter and a fifth of an 
inch (.58 cm) deep to remove all 
trace of a relatively minor skin 
cancer from Mr. Reagan’s nose. 

Hutton said the operation at 
the U.S. Naval Centre in Bethes- 
da„ a Washington suburb, lasted 
one hour. 52 minutes and only a 
local anaesthetic was needed. 

Nancy Reagan, the president's 
wife, waited in an adjoining room 
during the operation, the doctor 
said. 

He said some 20 stitches were 
neded to close the wound, using 
what he called a Lindberg 
flap, a procedure commonly used 
by plastic surgeons. 


The stitches are expected to be 
removed in five to seven days, 
Hutton said. 

"The surgery went extremly 
well," he said. “President 
Reagan is in great spirits. He was 
in excellent health and was 
laughing and joking with staff 
upon bis return to the White 
House." 

It was Mr. Reagan's third op- 
eration in two years for removal 
of basal cell epithelioma cancer 
from his nose. The cancer is 
common, especialy among older 
people, and is caused by years of 
exposure to the sun. 

Mr. Reagan, 76, the oldest 
president in U.S. history, has 
been an outdoorsman all his life. 

Hutton said the tissue was re- 
moved in two excisions and tested 
microscopically in a surgical proc- 
edure that essentially cuts away 
deeper and wider sections of skin 
until all the cancer is determined 
to be removed. 

“The excisions were judged to 
be complete when the borders of 
the second excision removed 
were free of abnormal basal 
cells,’' Hutton said. 


Poll shows Democrats not 
gaining from Iran affair 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
voters' attitude toward President 
Ronald Reagan following the 
Iran-contra revelations bas not 
translated yet into solid gains for 
the Democratic Party, a poll re- 
leased Friday suggests. 

But the survey, undertaken for 
tbe American Medical Political 
Action Committee (AMP AC), 
indicates general agreement with 
the Democratic Party positions 
on trade and spending, pollster 
William Hamilton said. 

Hamilton's firm surveyed 1,200 
registered voters by telephone 
from July 9 to 19. Tbe nationwide 
survey has a margin of error of 
3.5 per cent, he said. 

Half of those polled said the 
country is on the wrong track. 


compared with 38 per cent in the 
previous AMP AC poll in Novem- 
ber 1986, while the percentage of 
those saying the country is mov- 
ing in the right direction slipped 
from 47 to 43. 

Fifty-four per cent approved 
and 39 per cent disapproved of 
Mr. Reagan's job performance in 
Jnly, compared with 60 per cent 
approval and 32 per cent dis- 
approval in early November be- 
fore the most serious Iran-contra 
revelations. 

Party identification remained 
steady between July and Novem- 
ber, with 37 per cent calling 
themselves Democrats, 34 per 
cent independents and 28 per 
cent Republicans, according to 
the poll. 


British paper defies ban 
on spy book publication 


LONDON (R) — The Guardian 
newspaper Saturday published a 
report on an Australian court 
appeal launched by the British 
government to halt publication of 
a former intelfigence agent's 
memoirs, apparently defying a 
ruling by Britain's highest court. 

The Guardian reported on the 
hearing in a Sydney court, where 
the government is appealing 
against an earlier decision allow- 
ing publication of Peter Wright's 
book Spycatcber. The newspap- 
er’s editor said he went ahead 
with publication because allega- 
tions in Wright’s book had 
already been raised in the British 


parliament. 

The Law Lords, Britain's high- 
est court,, on Thursday re-im- 
posed a blanket ban on printing 
extracts from the book, which is 
already on sale in the United 
States and widely available in 
Britain. 

The Lords also ruled that the 
media could not report on pro- 
ceedings at the appeal launched 
in the Sydney court. 

Hie Guardian is one of three 
newspapers which had appealed 
to the Law Lords agains t injunc- 
tions banning them from printing 
extracts from Wright’s book. 


Movie producer Joseph Levine dies 


GREENWICH, Connecticut 
(AP) — Joseph Levine, a pioneer 
independent producer who often 
was called one of the last movie 
Moguls, died Friday at Green- 
wich Hospital after a short illness. 
He was 81. 

Among the films he produced 
were the Graduate, Carnal Know-' 
ledge, the Lion in Winter, a 
Bridge Too Far and the Pro- 
ducers. 

Levine was a small-time exhibi- 
tor and distributor until the late 
1950s when he began buying fore- 
ign films, mostly Italian pictures. 


and releasing then in the United 
States. 

He made his first big break in 
1959 when he bought and distri- 
buted the movie Hercules. After 
that he distributed through his 
company. Embassy Pictures, such 
Italian movies as Yesterday, To- 
day and Tomorrow directed hy 
Vittorio De Sica and early movies 
by Federico Fellini like “8Vi." 

In 1960. Levine staged one of 
his first big publicity stunts. He 
“rented" $1 million from a bank 
to display at a luncheon in New 
York to promote the British film 


Jack the' Ripper. 

He also brought over from 
Italy the 1960 film. Two 
Women, starring Sophia Loren. 
Her performance won her an 
Academy Award, the first to be 
given to an actress for a foreign 
film. 

In 1967, Levine backed tbe 
Graduate with the unknown actor 
Dustin Hoffman and director 
Mike Nicholas. 

Levine worked on 497 films in 
his career either as producer, 
distributor, backer or in other 
capacities. 


Panamanians mark Torrijos’ death 


PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) 
— Tens of thousands of Panama- 
mans turned out in the capita] to 
commemorate the death of Gen. 
Omar Torrijos and signal then- 
support for the country's embat- 
tled leadership. 

The crowd, estimated by police 
at more than 100,000, filled 12 
blocks of a main thoroughfare in 
the city's financial district, which 
has been the scene of almost dally 
anti-government demonstrations 
for toe past seven weeks. 

Banks and stores along toe 
four-lane street were closed Fri- 
day, and government supporters 
were freed from their jobs for toe 
day and lured to toe rally at least 
in part by free food, beer and soft 
dnnks. 

Many wore hats, T-shirts or 
carried banners emblazoned with 
tbe words, “not a step back- 
ward,” a phrase government sup- 
porters use to signify their deter- 
mination to continue the populist 
and nationalist revolution begun 
by Gen. Torrijos in 1968. 

The demonstration was called 
to commemorate the sixth 
anniversary of Gen. Torrijos 1 
death in a plane crash in 1981. 
But it also was clearly designed to 
show support for the civilian gov- 
ernment and toe country's milit- 
ary chief, Gen. Manuel Antonio 
Noriega. 

Gen. Noriega has been at the 
centre of a political storm that 
broke in early June when a for- 


mer aide, Col. Roberto Diaz 
Herrera, accused toe general of 
corruption, election fraud and 
conspiracy to murder political 
opponents, including Gen. Torri- 
jos and opposition leader Hugo 
Spadafora in 1985. 

The general has denied any 
wrongdoing. 

Gen. Noriega, who is seen by 
opponents as the real power in 
Panama, appeared at the demon- 
stration with the country’s civilian 
president, Eric Arturo Delvalle, 
but neither spoke. 

Instead, a succession of pro- 
government political party and 
union leaders accused the United 
States of interfening in Panama's 
internal affairs- They said the 
United States is trying to renege 
on the 1972 treaty that will turn 
over toe Panama Canal to this 
countiy at the end of the century. 

Alfredo Oranges, a national 
assembly member who belong to 
the Democratic Revolutionary 
Party, called for tbe expulsion of 
John Maisto, a political counselor 
in toe U.S. embassy in Panama 
City. 

Maisto has been accused in 
pro-government newspapers of 
acting as an adviser to anti-gov- 
ernment forces, which have 
banded together in a loose coali- 
tion of 107 professional, business, 
student ana other groups known 
as toe National Civic Crusade. 

The embassy has denied the 
charges. 


The National Defence Forces, 
a 15,000-member combined milit- 
ary and police unit which Gen. 
Torrijos created and Gen. 
Noriega now commands, issued a 
communique obliquely attacking 
toe United States. 

Tbe communique said toe de- 
fence forces support “the patrio- 
tic action" of Mr. Delvalle ? ‘in the 
conduct of Panama's internation- 
al policy of prohibiting any fore- 
ign power or institution (from) 
trying to dictate guidelines to the 
Panamanian people over the 
management of their strictly in- 
ternal affairs." 

In another development Fri- 
day, the government ordered toe 
expulsion within 24 hours of Ton 
Brown, 34, an American corres- 
pondent for the British news 
agency Renters. It said his 
Panamanian residence papers 
were not in order, but Brown and 
his lawyer said they were. 

Brown has been accused in the 
pro-government press of “distor- 
tions" and "misinformation.” 

Gen. Noriega himself lashed 
out at the press at a wreath-laying 
ceremony at Gen. Torrijos’ 
tomb. 

Panama is suffering a plague 
of foreign correspon&nts,” he 
told reporters. “The foreign press 
is disinforming the world about 
Panama. Respect Panama, re- 
spect Panama, respect Panama, 
respect Panama.” 
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UAE police warn of fake 500-dirham notes 

ABU DHABI (R) — Police have issued a warning that fake 
500-dirham notes are in circulation in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). A circular to all banks said they should test the country s 
biggest currency note — worth about Si40 — before accepting it. 
Holders would not be recompensed. The Khaleej Times newspap- 
er said that in 1984 the government withdrew from circulation 
1,000-dirham notes after "perfectly forged" copies were disco- 
vered. 

Crime rate falls In Moscow 

MOSCOW (R) — The number of serious crimes committed in 
Moscow has fallen sharply this, year, apparently because of 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gorbachev's campaign against drunken- 
ness. the youth newspaper Komsomobkaya Pravdfa has reported 
Gty Police Chief Ifyotr Bogdanov was quoted as saying the rate of 
“grave crimes," including crimes of violence and large-scale 
thefts, had dropped 32.3 per cent in toe first six months of 1987. 
The number of crimes committed in a state of intoxication had 
declined considerably, he said, without giving Figures or specifi- 
cally linking toe two trends. However, the police had picked up 
185,000 people drunk on toe streets of Moscow this year and 
discovered more than 44,000 able-bodied people who were not 
usefully employed, Bogdanov said. He also reported a rise in Che 
□umber of burglaries, many carried out by children aged 12 a&d 
13. Bogdanov disclosed that an unnamed foreign student who had 
been training in Rostov, southern Russia, had fled from a 
Moscow hospital where he had been taken suffering from AIDS 
but had subsequently been taken into care. The Soviet Union has 
deported about 30 foreigners suffering from acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS), which is also starting to spread 
among the Soviet population. 

Man shot in London courtroom 


LONDON (AP) — An assailant pulled a handgun from a 
Kentucky fried chicken box in a London courtroom Friday and 
shot another man twice in toe head, police and witnesses said. 
The wounded man collapsed in front of a judge and lawyers in 
south London's Camberwell magistrates court 'and was taken to 
King's College Hospital, where he was reported in serious 
condition, police said. Witnesses said the man was shot as he 
entered a courtroom to take part in toe proceedings. They said his 
attacker tried to follow him into court, but a policeman swung the 
court door dosed, trapping his arm. and then overpowered him. 
The prosecuting lawyer tore off his shirt to help stop the victim's 
flow of blood until an ambulance arrived, the witnesses said. A 
Scotland Yard spokeswoman said the gunman was arrested and 
was being questioned. She said both men were in their 20s. They 
were not identified, and it was not known whether they knew each 
Other, or why they were in court. Lawyer Peter Silver, who was 
leaving the courtroom when he saw the shooting, said he noticed a 
man canying a Kentucky fried chicken box and “thought it was 
strange that someone should be bringing their lunch into court.” 
“Then I heard two shots,” Silver said. “There were gasps of 
horror and someone shouted ‘quick call an ambulance, someone's 
been shot.’". 

6 executed In China 


PEKING (AP) — A policeman in southern Guangdong province 
and five other people were executed this week in China, 
according to reports seen in Peking Saturday. Wang Rongguang, 
a policeman at a reform-through-labour camp, was executed in 
Guangdong’s Shunde county for his role in a robbery that netted 
30,000 yuan ($8,108), a gold ring and other loot, the domestic 
China News Service reported. Wang was the second security 
official in toe province to be executed for robbery since 1983, the 
report said. Two of his accomplices, who had been released from 
the labour camp, also were executed, said the report released 
Thursday. Meanwhile, the Tianjin Daily reported that three 
criminals were executed Tuesday in toe eastern port city after a 
public meeting to announce their sentences. Two of the men were 
accused of forming a gang of armed thugs who robbed people at 
train stations and markets in several cities, including Tianjin. 
Peking and Canton. The third man was accused of knifing two 
people to death, the newspaper said in an article pnnted 
Wednesday. China is in its fourth year of a nationwide anti-crime 
campaign that bas dealt harsh punishment to repeat criminal 
offenders or those who commit serious crimes. At least 10.000 
have been executed, usually by a bullet to the back of the head. 

Experts to discuss sex among the elderly 

PEKING (AP) — Experts attending a Shanghai symposium on 
health care for the aged are urging close attention be paid to the 
sexual needs of China’s elderly, according to an official news 
report. The domestic China News Service, in a dispatch from 
Shanghai, said a survey of 1,000 elderly Chinese indicated about 
60 per cent of those between toe ages of 60 and 70 remain 
interested in having a sex life. There are at least 87 million people 
m China age 60 or older. They account for more than 8 per cent of 
toe population, and that share is expected to climb to more than 
20 per cent by the year 2025, according to government statistics. 
The counfiy s life expectancy of 69 years is among the world’s 
longest. The news agency report said experts point out that sexual 
needs of the elderly have been ignored for a long time and that 
remarriage bas been frowned upon by Chinese society. But the 
article said sexual activity among the elderly is normal and 
harmonious and can be an “effective drug" to delay signs of 
advanangage. Many members of the medical community believe 
that toe harmony of sex felt by a man and woman can eradicate 
loneliness and strengthen self-confidence, toe report said Thev 
note that sex among the elderly not only fulfills sexual desire but 
more importantly is emotionally satisfying. 

Titanic exhibition to honour victims 

0f a . s ? lv ^« e expedition investigating the 
wreck of the Titanic have said that toe best way of bSnomina 
v *fP n *J rf . ,he Jswter would be a vast exhibition oMtems 
retrieved from the sunken liner. The salvage operation hS 
atlTMed bitter criticism from British members of 
relatms of some of the 1 ,500 people who died w& 
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Swiss AIDS cases double in 12 months 


July 29. including 6,067 in 27 ““ 

represented an increase of 2 ,27 S reported ‘ Th ? t ov « 
month. Reported cases in toyXd S wor J d ^ 
over toe last four months. The WHO do “^ ,e 

said reported cases are only a fracti™ 5ft ‘ S based 5n 
which it estimated at more than 100 nnoV^f j^° 
States had toe highe^ um b^ of rSfn ApnL 
followed by Brazil 1,695, France 1 fflS X ?f ed 
1,130, WeaGennany 1 

and Italy 771. AIDS, foTwhkh ^re S70 ’ 1 

down the body’s natural defences and w 00 ^ n ? wn cure 
infections and cancers. d leaves susce 





